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Notes  on  the  Ancestry  of 
Roxanna  Brown  Davis 
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Dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Roxanna  (Brown)  Davis 


Because  I  feel  that  in  the  Heavens  above, 

The  angels,  whispering  to  one  another, 

Can  find,  among  their  burning  terms  of  love, 
None  so  devotional  as  that  of  ‘Mother.’” 


PgtQ  0  0  4- 


PREFACE 


No  genealogy  of  a  living  family  can  be  complete.  Like 
a  nebula  of  the  heavens  viewed  through  some  high-powered 
astronomical  telescope,  only  a  small  portion  of  that  which 
stretches  and  spreads  to  a  vast  and  indefinite  expanse  can  be 
resolved  and  integrated.  Yet  as  the  astronomer,  by  his  lim¬ 
ited  observation,  gains  useful  information  on  the  cosmogony 
of  the  skies,  so  may  the  genealogist  secure,  through  his  in¬ 
vestigations,  data  of  interest  and  value  partially  to  resolve 
that  most  human  of  all  instincts,  the  longing  for  an  answer 
to  the  question,  “Who  and  what  art  thou?” 

Some  months  ago  the  writer  undertook  to  collate  data  on 
his  mother’s  ancestry,  having  already  published  a  pamphlet 
containing  similar  information  concerning  his  father’s  fam¬ 
ily.*  In  both  cases  little  attempt  has  been  made  to  trace  a 
line  beyond  the  original  immigrant  to  America;  and  in  both 
cases  the  original  immigrants,  with  few  exceptions,  came  in 
through  the  New  England  gateway  and  their  arrival  ante¬ 
dated  1650.  They  were,  in  fact,  all  of  that  sturdy,  strict, 
Puritan  or  Quaker  type  whose  descendants  have  furnished, 
from  time  to  time,  many  of  the  great  leaders  of  American 
thought  and  action,  as  well  as  supplying  the  backbone  of 
that  great  middle  class  upon  which  America’s  stability, 
progress  and  prosperity  have  chiefly  depended. 

Such  were  the  ancestors,  so  far  as  known,  of  Roxanna 
(Brown)  Davis,  the  writer’s  mother.  She  herself  was  born 
in  the  log  house  of  her  father,  Abial  Brown,  in  the  beauti¬ 
ful  Tioughnioga  River  valley,  and  was  familiar  with  pioneer 
life  as  it  existed  in  Central  New  York  in  the  first  half  of 


*“The  Ancestry  and  Posterity  of  Tosepli  Davis,  of  Norway, 
N.  Y.” 
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the  Nineteenth  Century,  though  she  never  experienced  the 
extreme  privations  and  hardships  of  many  pioneer  families. 
Her  father  was  a  good  carpenter  and  mechanic,  as  well  as 
capable  farmer,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  had  his 
family  well  sheltered  in  what  was,  at  that  time,  one  of  the 
best  colonial  homes  in  the  county.  Her  mother  had  been  a 
schoolteacher,  and  all  accounts  agree  that  she  was  a  woman 
far  above  the  average  in  education,  refinement  and  capacity 
as  housewife.  To  her  example,  influence  and  teaching  may 
he  very  largely  ascribed  the  intellectual  development  and 
traits  of  character  that  unmistakably  stamped  Roxanna 
Brown  as  a  superior  young  woman  and  abode  with  her 
throughout  her  life. 

Like  her  mother,  Prudence  ( Church )  Brown,  she  was 
a  schoolteacher  before  her  marriage  and  became  engaged  to 
her  future  husband  while  teaching  school.  Her  wedding 
took  place  at  her  father’s  home  near  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y., 
the  night  of  Feb1.  19,  1857,  when  she  was  twenty-two  years 
old.  It  is  said  that  the  day  had  been  very  cold  and  stormy 
and  that  the  roads  were  so  filled  with  snowdrifts  as  to 
render  impossible  traveling  by  horse  and  sleigh  in  the  usual 
manner  in  winter.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  the  bride¬ 
groom  mounted  a  strong  horse  and,  thus  equipped,  fought 
his  way  for  ten  miles  in  the  teeth  of  the  blizzard,  reporting 
at  the  bride’s  home  on  time  for  the  ceremony. 

The  wife  of  a  widower  with  four  young  children  and 
with  the  manifold  household  duties  of  a  large  farm  to  per¬ 
form,  from  the  outset  of  her  married  life  Roxanna 
(Brown)  Davis  found  on  her  shoulders  no  slight  load  of 
toil  and  responsibility,  which  was  continually  augmented,  as 
the  years  passed,  by  the  arrival  of  her  own  children  and  the 
addition  by  purchase,  from  time  to  time,  of  many  acres  to 
the  Samuel  Davis  estate.  True,  she  had  much  of  the  time 
the  services  of  a  “hired  girl”  as  well  as  occasionally  those 
of  a  nurse  for  the  very  young  children ;  nevertheless,  all 
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of  the  management  and  much  of  the  actual  physical  labor — 
the  cooking,  the  washing,  the  ironing,  the  mending,  the  care 
of  the  milk  and  the  making  of  butter,  the  making  of  maple 
sugar,  drying  of  vegetables,  canning  and  preserving  fruit, 
b'aking  bread,  pies  and  cakes,  etc.,  etc.,  together  with  the 
punctual  serving  of  three  “square  meals”  a  day  to  a  tableful 
of  hungry  men  and  children — these  tasks  and  many  more 
were  hers ;  yet  somehow,  such  was  her  organizing  ability, 
they  were  all  met  on  time,  her  house  was  always  kept  tidy 
and  well  garnished,  her  children  well  cared  for,  even  she 
herself  able  to  don  a  fresh  gown  of  an  afternoon  and  to 
find  some  time  to  read — a  pastime  of  which  she  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fond  throughout  her  life,  and  which  rendered  her 
an  exceptionally  well  informed  woman.  And,  be  it  re¬ 
membered,  this  was  before  the  days  of  running  water  in 
the  kitchen,  of  gas  ranges,  electric  lights,  vacuum  cleaners, 
and  at  first  even  of  kerosene  lamps  and  sewing  machines! 

In  appearance  she  was  tall  and  spare,  even  frail  looking. 
She  was  fair  complexioned,  with  wavy  chestnut  hair,  becom¬ 
ing  grayish  in  her  old  age ;  her  forehead  was  high,  nose  of 
Grecian  type,  cheeks  high,  lips  full  and  eyes  bluish  gray, 
large  and  “laughing.”  In  temperament  she  was  always  op¬ 
timistic,  cheerful  and  sanguine.  Thrifty,  but  never  nig¬ 
gardly;  benevolent  even  to  a  fault.  Such  is  my  recollection 
of  my  mother.  She  lived  for  nearly  eighty-three  years,  but 
her  mind  remained  clear  and  her  interest  in  life  never 
flagged. 

William  Church  Davis. 

Berkeley,  Calif.,  Memorial  Day,  1929. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  ANCESTRY  OF  ROXANNA 

(BROWN)  DAVIS 

The  Brown  Lineage 

The  first  American  Brown  ancestor  of  Roxanna  Brown 
of  whom  we  have  authentic  information  was  Benjamin 
Brown,  probably  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  migrated 
from  Connecticut  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Pennsylvania, 
about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  We  have 
meagre  data  regarding  him.  His  name  is  listed  in  the  U.  S. 

o  o  o 

Census  of  1790  as  a  resident  of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  his  family  consisting  of  “one  free  white  male  under 
17”  (probably  a  son),  and  “five  females  of  all  ages’  (prob¬ 
ably  wife  Hannah  and  four  daughters).  Other  Brown 
heads  of  families  in  Luzerne  County  noted  in  the  census 
were:  David,  Enos,  Ezekiel,  James,  James,  Jr.,  James  F., 
Joseph,  Nathan,  Obadiah,  Samuel,  1st,  Samuel,  2nd,  Thomas 
and  Walter.  Many  of  these,  doubtless,  were  relatives — one 
of  the  Samuels  possibly  a  son.  Pie  may  have  been  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier,*  the  Connecticut  “Revolution  Rolls  ’  listing 
the  name  of  Benjamin  Brown  three  times  as  a  soldier  from 
Windham  County  and  once  as  a  soldier  from  New  London 
County.  Identity  of  any  of  these  Benjamins  with  the  Ben¬ 
jamin  Brown  who  moved  to  Luzerne  County,  Penn.,  has 
not,  however,  been  established. 

In  Vol.  Ill,  p.  479,  Deeds  of  Record,  Luzerne  County, 
Penn.,  there  is  recorded  the  deed  by  John  Staples  to  Ben¬ 
jamin  Brown  of  a  tract  of  250  acres  of  land  in  Provi- 


*Thankful  Brown  Warren  (my  aunt)  informed  me  that  her 
grandfather,  Cant.  ABIAL  BROWN,  when  he  moved  from  Lu¬ 
zerne  Co.  to  Virgil  Township,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  did  so  to  set¬ 
tle  on  a  Revolutionary  land  grant.  Tf  so.  it  may  have  been  a 
claim  inherited  from  'his  father  BENJAMIN,  as  Cant.  ABIAL 
BROWN  was  too  young  to  have  served  in  the  Revolution. 
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dence  Township  of  that  county.  The  deed  was  recorded 
Sept.  8,  1795,  and  was  witnessed  by  Benjamin  Perry  and 
Matthias  Hollenback.  There  is  no  will  nor  other  deed  of 
record. 

We  have  no  exact  data  regarding  dates  of  Benjamin’s 
birth  and  marriage.  However,  from  such  facts  as  we  have 
we  may  infer  that  he  was  born  about  1740  and  married 
about  1765 — all  within  the  limit  of  about  five  years  either 
way. 

To  summarize: 

BENJAMIN  BROWN  (ancestry  undetermined) : 

b.  Probably  in  Connecticut,  about  1740. 

d.  Probably  in  Providence  Tp.,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
date  unknown  (after  1795). 

m.  Hannah  - .  (Dates  of  birth,  death  and  mar¬ 

riage  unknown.) 

Children*  (order  of  birth  unknown): 

1.  Abial,  b.  in  Conn.  Feb.  28,  1770.  (See  below.) 

2.  Samuel. 

3.  William. 

4.  Thankful,  m.  Jerah  Peabody.  They  settled  on  a 

farm  near  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  adjoining  Capt. 
Abial  Brown’s.# 

(Probably  several  others — names  unknown.) 

ABIAL  BROWN :  son  of  Benjamin,  above. 

Born  “somewhere  in  Conn.,  he  was  by  trade  a  shoemaker, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years.”*  He  moved  from 
Connecticut,  date  unknown,  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Pa., 
where  he  married  Sarah  Hutchings,  daughter  of  Jona¬ 
than  Hutchings,  of  Dashville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. 

♦From  memorandum  by  ROXANNA  (BROWN)  DAVIS. 

#Terah  Peabody  and  his  wife  Thankful  were  ancestors  of  Ernest 
I.  Edgcomb,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  State  of  New  York, 
who  was  a  classmate  of  the  writer  in  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Cortland,  N.  Y.,  1882-’85. 
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The  following  is  quoted  from  an  article  by  Emma  C. 
Nason  on  the  “Early  Settlers  of  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.” 
appearing  about  1887  in  the  Cortland  (N.  Y.)  Standard  . 


“About  the  year  1800  Captain  Abial  Brown  with  his 
wife,  Sally  (Hutchings)  Brown,  came  from  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Penn.,  up  the  Tioughnioga  River  in  a  bark  canoe, 
this  small  ark  containing  all  their  household  effects.  .  They 
landed  at  State  Bridge  (Messengerville)  and  took  their  way 
by  the  forest  path  into  the  almost  forest  wilds  of  Virgil, 
where  only  a  few  settlers  were  scattered  about  in  the  scarcely 
broken  woods.  The  town  was  still  included  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Homer,  and  Cortland  Co.  was  still  part  of  Onon¬ 
daga.  It  was  a  section  for  only  brave  hearts  to  invade, 
but  Abial  Brown  was  ready  to  encounter  dangers  and 
hardships.  He  took  part  in  the  early  councils  and  delil> 
erations  of  the  settlers  and  was  elected  the  captain  of  the 
military  company  that  was  early  formed  in  Virgil.  The 
wife  of  Captain  Brown  was  in  the  truest  sense  one  of  the 
early  heroines  of  our  country.  Their  log  house  was^  lo¬ 
cated  where  Abijah  Haight  afterwards  lived,  in  the  Gee 
District.’  There,  for  about  eleven  years,  their  life  was  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  the  early  history  of  Virgil,  and 
several  of  their  children  were  born  at  that  place. 


“In  November  of  1811  they  moved  to  Blodgett  Mills,  go¬ 
ing  back  over  the  forest  road  to  State  Bridge,  where  they 
embarked  in  a  big  canoe  and  went  up  the  1  ioughnioga  again. 
This  ‘moving  time’  was  a  little  more  of  a  task  than  that 
first  time  when  Captain  Brown  and  his  resolute  wife  sailed 
up  the  river,  there  being  now  seven  little  Browns,  namely, 
Henry,  Hannah,  Abial,  Pamelia,  Sally,  Dolly  and^  Daniel, 
the  last  named  being  then  an  infant  in  his  mother’s  arms. 
Those  small  Browns  were  about  the  whole  sum  of  the  house¬ 
hold  treasures  contained  in  that  well  loaded  canoe.  .  The 
boat  landed  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  at  a  point  in  the 


dense  forest  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Blodgett  Mills. 
There,  a  few  rods  from  the  river,  was  an  opening  just 
large  enough  for  a  little  log  house  among  the  trees.  And 
this  was  the  ‘home-coming’ !  Can  we  picture  that  Novem¬ 
ber  scene,  with  the  brave  mother  clasping  her  babe  in  her 
arms  and  surrounded  by  six  other  helpless  little  ones?  If 
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there  was  a  little  tug  of  homesickness  at  her  heart  for  a 
moment,  who  could  wonder,  for  there  had  keen  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  delay  and  the  log  house  was  unfinished,  without  a 
fireplace,  with  no  windows  in,  no  door  hung,  without  a 
floor,  and  minus  even  a  roof!  What  could  be  done?  This 
was  what  was  done.  Swiftly,  with  a  speed  of  execution 
possible  only  to  the  settlers  in  such  times  of  emergency,  a 
roof  was  rushed  on,  composed  of  pole  rafters  covered  with 
hemlock  boughs.  Blankets  did  duty  for  doors  and  windows 
— they  could  do  without  a  floor — and  a  temporary  fireplace 
was  arranged  without  danger  of  the  house  taking  fire,  for 
everything  was  too  green  to  burn.  Thus  the  night  gathered 
about  the  mother  with  her  brood  of  seven,  over  whom  Cap¬ 
tain  A  rial  Brown  kept  guard. 

“Such  is  the  picture  of  one  of  Blodgett  Mills’  first  hero¬ 
ines,  Mrs.  Sally  Brown.  Her  log  house  was  her  palace, 
and  although  upholstered  sofas  and  chairs  and  mahogany 
bedroom  sets  were  unattainable,  happiness  was,  and  she  ac¬ 
cepted  thankfully  a  pole  bedstead  and  tables  and  chairs  from 
the  forest  factory,  as  she  sweetly  rocked  her  babies  in 
cradles  made  from  hollow  logs,  while  the  dismal  forest 
echoes  mingled  with  her  evening  lullaby. 

“The  nearest  neighbor  to  Captain  Brown  was  his  brother- 
in-law,  Jerah  Peabody,  who  lived  about  a  half  a  mile  south, 
through  the  woods.  Loren  Blodgett  was  the  nearest  neigh¬ 
bor  north.  A  little  clearing  had  already  been  made  here, 
and  Mr.  Blodgett  had  built  in  1806  first  a  sawmill  and  soon 
a  gristmill,  giving  the  place  its  permanent  name.  Lxccpt 
this  little  opening,  all  this  region  was  a  dense  woods,  with 
here  and  there  only  a  log  house.  Captain  Brown  s  portion 
of  this  forest  tract  was  450  acres.  The  river  was  the  ‘main 
road,’  and  was  a  busy  thoroughfare  in  those  days.  Great 
rafts,  some  of  them  90  feet  long,  were  piloted  down  stream, 

.i, 


carrvmg  enormous  cargoes. 


* 


In  this  sylvan  retreat  Captain  Brown  found  full  scope 
for  all  his  time  and  talent,  in  reducing  the  wilderness,  plant¬ 
ing  and  harvesting  the  crops,  and  building  a  more  spacious 
home  for  his  large  and  fast-increasing  family.  They  were 
not  troubled  by  the  Indians,  so  he  had  resigned  his  militia 
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commission  in  1805*;  but  such  was  not  the  case  with  the 
predatory  animals,  both  four-footed  and  feathered,  against 
which  a  constant  fight  had  to  be  maintained  with  trap  and 
fowling  piece  to  enable  him  at  all  “to  reap  where  he  had 
sown” 

As  his  sons  grew  up  and  were  married  he  divided  his 
estate  among  them ;  and  in  his  advancing  years  he  had  the 
oreat  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  children  well  settled  in  life, 
with  troops  of  grandchildren  to  play  around  his  knee.  He 
died  in  his  eightieth  year,  and  is  buried  in  the  little  ceme¬ 
tery  at  Blodgett  Mills.  There  also  beside  him,  in  the  Brown 
burial  lot,  is  interred  his  faithful  helpmeet,  “Aunt  Sally,” 
as  she  was  affectionately  called,  who  survived  him  for  more 
than  seventeen  years  and  passed  away  shortly  after  her 
ninetieth  birthday. 

To  summarize: 

ABIAL#  BROWN : 

b.  In  Conn.,  Feb.  28,  1770. 
d.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  T .,  Sept.  28,  1849. 
m.  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  about  1796,  Sarati,  dau.  of 
Jonathan  Hutchings. 

b.  Dec.  27,  1776. 

d.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1867. 


*The  “Military  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  1784-1821,”  contains  the  following  entries: 
p  602,  “BIEL  BROWN  appointed  ensign,  vice  Charles  Joicc,  re¬ 
moved  in  Lieut. -Col.  Comdt.  Moses  Hopkins’  regiment  of  Onon¬ 
daga  Co.  Militia,  1802”;  p.  655,  “BIEL  BROWN  appointed  captain, 
vice  John  Ellice,  moved,  in  the  regiment  of  Onondaga  Co.  militia 
lately  commanded  by  Moses  Hopkins  now  commanded  by  Lieut.- 
Col  Comdt.  Tames  Knapp,  1803”;  p.  772,  “George  Wigant  appointed 
captain,  vice  ABIAL  BROWN,  resigned,  in  above  regiment,  180n. 

f Also  written  “BIEL,”  “BIAL”— the  last  named  being  on  the 
family  monument  where  he  is  buried. 
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Children:* 

1.  Henry,  b.  prob.  in  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  about  1797. 

Was  the  eldest,  and  was  twice  m.  Lived  for  a 
time  near  Hoxieville,  just  S.  of  Capt.  Abiae 
Brown’s  farm.  His  first  wife  was  Lucy  Parker. 

2.  Hannah,  b1.  prob.  in  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  about 

1799;  m.  Moses  Eastwood;  d.,  date  unascer¬ 
tained;  had  dau.  Amanda  (Woodward),  who 
lived  in  Chicago,  Ill. 

3.  Abial,  b.  Virgil  Tp.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  26,  1801.  (See 

below.) 

4.  Famelia,  b.  Virgil  Tp.,  N.  Y. ;  never  m. ;  d.  Blod¬ 

gett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  date  unascertained. 

5.  Sarah,  dates  birth  and  death  not  ascertained;  m. 

Allen  Parker;  they  resided  in  Mich.,  later  in 
Ill.;  had  children  Miner,  Henry,  James,  Jose¬ 
phus,  Matthias,  Rebecca,  Hannah  and  Lucinda. 

6.  Catharine.  Twin  sister  of  Dorothy;  d.  young. 

7.  Dorothy.  Twin  of  Catharine;  dates  birth  and  death 

not  ascertained;  m.  Jared  Ryan.  They  lived  on 
a  farm  near  Blodgett  Mills;  had  several  chil- 
dren  who  d.  young.  She  d.  in  Mich. 

8.  Daniel,  b.  Virgil  Tp.,  April  11,  1811;  d.  Blodgett 

Mills,  N.  Y,  Mar.  18,  1887:  m.  (11  Clarissa 
Slides  (b.  Dec.  30,  1815,  d.  Blodgett  Mills, 
N.  Y.,  March  5,  1872) ;  m.  (2)  widow,  Sarah 
Tiffany.  By  (1)  he  had  Burdett,  d.  Sept.  10, 
1849,  age  3  vrs.,  8  ms.,  7  ds. ;  Genora,  d.  Sept. 
6,  1863,  age  8  yrs.,  11  ms.;  Arthur,  d.  Feb.  11, 
1863,  age  12  yrs.,  5  ms.,  8  ds. ;  and  Genett 
Evelene,  who  grew  to  maturity,  m.  William  Sum- 


*Data  from  memorandum  by  ROXANNA  (RROWN)  DAVIS, 
and  from  inscriptions  on  the  Captain  RIAL  BROWN  monument 
at  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.  This  monument,  in  addition  to  the  mortu¬ 
ary  record  of  Capt.  BTAL  BROWN  and  wife,  contains  the  names 
of  the  four  brothers,  Daniel,  John,  Rufus  and  George,  with  their 
wives  and  deceased  children.  Near  by  are  the  monuments  of  John 
Brown,  Jr.  (1851-1911),  who  m.  Ellen  Burt,  and  of  George  A; 
Brown  (1864-1923),  who  m.  Lillian  Harrington. 


• 

• 
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merville,  and  resides  on  her  father’s  farm,  a 
part  of  the  original  Captain  Abial  Brown  es¬ 
tate.  They  have  one  son,  Robert. 

9.  John,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1813;  d. 
Blodgett  Mills,  Jan.  18,  1887;  m.  Volusia  Har¬ 
ding  (b.  1819 — d.  Sept.  25,  1889)  ;  children, 
Mary  L.,  Emma  J.,  Goodyear  F.,  and  Sarah  L., 
all  dying  young,  also  Eugene,  Eustace,  John,  Jr., 
Eubrasia  (Kinney),  and  Augusta  (Jacobs),  all 
of  whom  resided  at  or  near  Blodgett  Mills. 

10.  Rufus,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  1815;  d.  Great 

Bend,  Penn.,  July  4,  1892;  m.  Abigail  Hutch¬ 
ings  (b.  1821 — d.  June  1,  1905).  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  they  lived  on  the  “Copeland  farm,” 
near  Blodgett  Mills,  later  moving  to  Great 
Bend,  Penn.;  children,  Bethena,  Rufus,  Jr., 
Rhoda  Hortense,  all  dying  young,  also  Frank, 
Vastine  (Blodgett),  Anna  (Simonds),  who 
lived  at  Great  Bend,  and  Sarah,  a  trained  nurse, 
at  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

11.  George,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  March  27,  1817; 

d.  McGraw,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1880;  buried  in 

Blodgett  Mills  cemetery;  m.  Betsey  Todhunter 
(b.  1826 — d.  Apr.  1,  1895).  He  lived  for  manv 
years  on  his  father’s  homestead,  Blodgett  Mills, 
where  he  built  a  fine  brick  house.  Children, 

Mary  L.,  John  F.,  William  PI.,  and  Eibbie  H., 
all  d.  young;  also  George  A.,  b.  1864 — d.  1923. 
m.  Lillian  'Harrington  (b.  1863)  ;  and  Lillian 
(Jacobs). 

ABIAL  BROWN :  son  of  Captain  Abial,  son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin. 

Abial  Brown,  third  child  of  Capt.  Abial  Brown  and 
his  wife  Sarah  (Hutchings)  Brown,  was  b'orn  in  the 
wilds  of  Virgil  Township,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
second  year  of  the  nineteenth  century,  but  when  ten  years 
old  moved  with  his  parents  to  their  new  estate  bordering 
the  east  bank  of  the  Tioughnioga  River  one  and  one-half 
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miles  south  of  Blodgett  Mills.  Here  he  attended  school 
in  the  rural  log  schoolhouse  and  participated  in  the  hard, 
invigorating  and  many-sided  occupations,  and  the  rough, 
strenuous  but  fascinating  games  and  sports  that  so  fully 
and  completely  consumed  the  time  of  a  virile  lad  brought 
up  in  a  backwoods,  frontier  region. 

When  twenty-six  he  married  Prudence  Church,  who 
taught  the  local  district  school  at  'Hoxieville,  a  short  dis¬ 


tance  south  of  his  father’s  farm.  The  young  couple  lived 
at  first  in  a  log  house  built  on  a  tract*  doubtless  given  them 
by  Captain  Abial  Brown  from  his  large  estate.  It  was 
located  about  one-half  mile  back  (east)  from  the  Tioughni- 
oga  on  a  high  terrace  that  commanded  a  noble  view  up 
and  down  the  river  valley,  through  the  tree  clearings.  This 
habitation  was  superseded  in  the  course  of  time  by  a 
spacious  colonial  type  house,  hard  by,  still  in  existence. 
On  this  farm  they  lived  for  nearly  thirty  years  and  saw 
their  children  grow  to  maturity;  but  the  spirit  of  the 
pioneer  that  had  apparently  lain  dormant  in  his  breast  now 
took  possession  of  Abial  Brown,  and  in  1858  he  sold  his 
property  and  moved  to  Illinois.  Here  he  bought  a  farm 
dose  to  the  Village  of  Rochelle,  in  Ogle  Co.,  on  which  he 


and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder 
Wallace  (a  Civil  War  veteran)  and 
after  the  war. 


of  their  days,  his  son 
family  living  with  them 


To  summarize: 


ABIAL  BROWN: 

b.  Virgil  Tp.,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  26,  1801. 
d.  Rochelle,  Ogle  Co.,  Ill.,  Sept.  8,  1874;  buried  in 
“Lawn  Ridge”  Cemetery,  Rochelle, 
m.  Prudence  (dau.  Malaciii  and  Lucy  Blakeslee 
Church),  May  26,  1828. 


*Now  commonly  known  as  the  “Youker  farm,”  on  the  main 
road  from  Blodgett  Mills  to  South  Hill. 
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b.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Sept.  18,  1804. 
d.  Rochelle,  Ill.,  March  3,  1886. 

Children: 

1.  Nelson  C,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  July  25,  182Q; 

d.  McMillin,  Pierce  Co.,  Wash.,  Aug.  31,  1892; 
buried  in  the  National  Cemetery,  Soldiers’ 
Home,  Orting,  Wash.  Never  m.  Was  a  Mex¬ 
ican  War  veteran.* 

2.  Timothy, {  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  May  5,  1831; 

d.  Humboldt,  Humboldt  Co.,  Ia.,  May  31,  1914; 
m.  at  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev.  Abner 
Sylvester,  Jan.  22,  1857,  Sarah  Jane  Russell 
(dau.  Lina  and  Arminda  Russellt)  ;  occupation, 
farming.  In  1860  they  moved  to  Stillman  Val¬ 
ley,  Ogle  Co.,  Ill.,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of 
120  acres;  from  there  in  1883  they  moved  to  a 
farm  of  420  acres  near  Bode,  Humboldt  Co., 
Ia.  Plere,  at  times,  he  was  school  director, 
township  trustee  and  road  supervisor.  In  1902 
the  family  moved  to  Humboldt,  Ia.,  where  he 
built  a  house,  in  which  they  lived  till  his  death 
in  1914.  He  was  a  third  degree  Mason  for 
fortv-seven  vears,  and  was  buried  bv  that  or- 
der.  Sarah  Russell  Brown,  his  wife,  d.  at 
Minneota,  Minn.,  Feb.  23,  1R21  ;  she  and  her 
husband  are  buried  at  Humboldt. 

Children : 

(1)  Fremont,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
6,  1858;  d.  Humboldt,  Ia.,  Jan.  23,  1918;  buried 
at  Humboldt. 

(2)  Church,  b.  Feb.  26,  1860;  d.  Jan.  4, 
1861 ;  buried  at  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y. 

(3)  Qua  Dell,  b.  Stillman  Valley,  Ill.,  Mar. 


*Ran  away  from  home  and  enlisted  at  age  17. 

£Bata  on  Timothy  by  Mrs.  Floyd  V.  Fawcett,  of  Humboldt, 
Iowa. 

fMatcrnal  grandparents  of  Hon.  Nathan  L.  Miller,  ex-Govcrnor, 

N.  Y. 
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3,  1862;  d.  Feb.  20,  1864;  buried  Paine’s  Point 
Ill. 

(4)  Nellie  A.,  b.  Stillman  Valiev,  Ill.,  Apr. 
22,  1864;  d.  Humboldt,  la.,  Dec.  3,  1915;  buried 
at  Humboldt;  rn.  at  Bode,  la.,  June  16,  1888, 
Frank  P.  Bellows  (son  of  Simon  and  Hannah 
Bellows);  he  d.  Dec.  21,  1920,  and  is  buried 
at  Humboldt.  No  children. 

(5)  Mark  T.,  h.  Stillman  Valley,  Ill.,  Jan.  24, 
1867;  m.  Roseburg,  Ore.,  Dec.  2i,  1905,  Marie 
Muller,  school  teacher,  of  Waterloo,  Ill.  Ad¬ 
dress  (1927),  Elgin,  111.  They  have  one  child, 
Lois,  b.  1910. 

(6)  Arminda  Eldena,  b.  Stillman  Valley,  Ill., 
Dec.  23,  1871  ;  m.  bv  Bishop  Wm.  A.  Kings¬ 
bury,  Feb.  28,  1895,  hlovd  Virgil  Fawcett  (son 
of  L.  D.  and  Eva  Fawcett,  of  Bode,  La.);  ad¬ 
dress,  Humboldt,  la.  Children :  Hazel  Vera,  b. 
Nov.  15,  1896,  at  Bode,  La.;  and  Keith  Flovd, 
b.  Nov.  30,  1899,  at  Bode,  la.  FLazel  Vera 
Fawcett  m.  at  Fort  Dodge,  la.,  July  21,  1912, 
Charles  Edwin  Willey,  and  they  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Winifred  June  Willey,  b.  'Humboldt,  La., 
Dec.  14,  1913,  and  Charles  Edwin  Willev,  Jr., 
b.  Humboldt,  la.,  Jan.  7,  1919.  Keith  "Floyd 
Fawcett  m.  at  Fort  Dodge,  la.,  May  1st.  1919, 
Helen  Marie  Schloemer  (dan.  of  Henry  and 
Dorothy  Schloemer  of  Hampton,  la.);  they 
have  three  children,  Virginia  Fawcett,  b.  Spirit 
Lake,  la.,  Dec.  20,  1919,  d.  same  date,  buried 
at  Humboldt;  Betty  Jean  Fawcett,  b.  Spirit 
Lake,  la.,  Feb.  6,  1921 ;  and  Keith  Floyd  Faw¬ 
cett,  Jr.,  b.  Humboldt,  la.,  Aug.  IS,  1925. 

(7)  Arthur  Lina,  b.  Stillman  Valley,  Ill.,  Jan. 
13,  1875;  d.  Jan.  28,  1876;  buried  at  Paine’s 
Point,  Ill. 

(8)  Ada  Mae,  b.  Stillman  Valley,  Ill.,  Sept. 
18,  1877;  m.  at  Pocahontas,  la.,  March  13, 
1897,  Robert  W.  Struthers  (son  of  James  and 
Margaret  Struthers);  address  (1927)  Morris, 
Minn.  They  have  ten  children,  as  follows:  Ona 


’ 
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Dell,  b.  at  Ottosen,  la.,  Apr.  3,  1898;  d.  Mar. 
14,  1924;  buried  Minneota,  Minn,  (her  family 
given  below)  ;  Orva  Margaret,  b.  Ottosen,  La., 
Feb.  1,  1900  (her  family  below)  ;  Bruce  Donald, 
b.  Ottosen,  la.,  Jan.  11,  1902  (family  below); 
Bernard  Vincent,  b.  Humboldt,  la.,  Oct.  2S, 
1905;  Robert  Verl,  b.  Ottosen,  la.,  Nov.  22, 
1907;  Elinor  Eldena,  b.  Ottosen,  la.,  Feb.  13. 
1910;  Wayne  Eugene,  b.  Ottosen,  la.,  Jan.  27, 
1912;  Webster  William,  b.  Minneota,  Minn. 
Feb.  13,  1914;  Doris  Elizabeth,  b.  Minneota, 
Minn.,  March  2,  1917 ;  Phvllis  lola,  b.  Minneota, 
Minn.,  Jan.  17,  1919. 

Ona  Dell  Struthers  (above),  m.  at  Marshall, 
Minn.,  Dec.  6,  1916,  Bert  Yeo,  a  farmer  (son 
of  John  and  Emma  Yeo).  They  resided  at 
Minneota,  Minn.,  and  had  four  children,  Rob¬ 
ert  Wayne  Yeo,  b.  Dec.  18,  1917;  Ada  Elaine 
Yeo,  b.  Feb.  21,  1920;  Bertie  Eugene  Yeo,  b. 
Apr.  18,  1922;  and  Ona  Louise  Yeo,  b.  Feb.  20. 
1921 — all  at  Minneota,  Minn. 

Orva  Margaret  Struthers  (above),  m.  at  Mar¬ 
shall,  Minn.,  July  2,  1920,  Wilbert  C.  Hansen,  a 
farmer,  of  Marshall.  They  have  two  children, 
Doris  Arleen  Hansen,  b.  Minneota,  Minn.,  Jan. 
25,  1922;  and  Orva  Wilberta  Hansen,  b.  Mar¬ 
shall,  Minn.,  Nov.  25,  1923. 

Bruce  Donald  Struthers  (above),  m.  at 
Brookings,  S.  D.,  Nov.  22,  1926,  Helen  Ras¬ 
mussen  (dan.  of  Hans  and  Elizabeth  Rasmus¬ 
sen)  ;  address  (1927),  Kasson,  Minn. 

3.  Abial,  1).  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  about  1832;  died 

young;  buried  at  Blodgett  Mills. 

4.  Roxanna,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1834; 

d.  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  May  14,  1917 ;  buried  in  the 
McGraw  (N.  Y.)  cemetery;  m.*  at  her  father’s 
home,  Blodgett  Mills,  N.'  Y.,  Feb.  19,  1857, 


*Marriage  ceremony  performed  by  Rev.  Edwin  Barnum,  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church  of  Blodgett  Mills.  For  further  details  re¬ 
garding  her  family  see  the  writer’s  “Ancestry  and  Posterity  of 
Joseph  Davis  (1773-1865),  of  Norway,  N.  Y.” 
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Samuel  Davis  of  Solon  Township,  Cortland  Co., 

N.  Y.  (son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Hallock 
Davis). 

Qiildren: 

(1)  Abial  Brown,  1>.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y.,  Mar. 
9,  1858;  m.  1st,  at  Nichols,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  6, 
1878,  Phoebe  Amelia  Wood  (dan.  Albert  and 
Sally  Beers  Wood)  ;  she  was  b.  Nichols,  N.  Y., 
June  8,  1851,  d.  Berkeley,  Cal.,  Feb.  19,  1927; 
m.  2nd,  at.  Westboro,  Mass.,  June  30,  1928, 
Mary  Louise  Harrington  (born  Westboro, 
Mass.,  June  6,  1873;  dau.  [Deacon]  Henry 
A.  and  Sarah  F.  Payson  Harrington)  ;  occu¬ 
pation,  retired  educator;  address,  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  N.  Y..  Children,  all  b'y  first  wife:  Albert 
Samuel,  b.  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1882;  Faith 
Amelia,  b.  Spencer,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  9,  1884;  and 
Agnes  Louise,  b.  Olean,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  8,  1890. 
Albert  Samuel  Davis  (above),  m.  at  Mount 
Vernon,  N.  Y..  June  26,  1908,  Mary  Comfort 
Chapin  (b.  Chicago,  Ill.,  Nov.  27,  1883;  dau. 
William  N.  and  Ella  T.  Lf nil  Chapin)  ;  ad¬ 
dress  (1920)  Bound  Brook,  N.  J. ;  occupation, 
supt.  city  schools;  they  have  two  children,  Al¬ 
bert  Samuel  Davis,  Jr.,  b.  Roselle,  N.  J.,  Mav 
23,  DM,  and  Helen  Cara  Davis,  b.  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  N.  Y.,  June  15,  IS)  17.  Faith  Amelia  Davis 
(above)  m.  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1906, 
Clair  George  Persons  (b.  Felchville,  Vt.,  Dec. 
16,  1877 ;  son  of  George  K.  and  Susan  E.  Car¬ 
ter  Persons)  ;  address,  Sandwich,  Mass.  They 
have  two  children,  Margery  Davis  Persons,  b. 
Warren,  R.  I.,  Sept.  12,  1909;  and  Edmund 
Carter  Persons,  b.  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Aug.  17, 
1913.  Agnes  Louise  Davis  (above)  m.  Mount 
Vernon,  N.  Y,,  Dec.  3,  1927,  Walter  Gran  get 
Many,  b>.  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  17,  1892; 
residence.  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y. 

(2)  Harriet  Elizabeth,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  28,  1860;  school  teacher  for  several  years; 
present  address,  Homer,  N.  Y. 


20  Notes  on  Ancestry  of  Ron  anna  (Brown)  Davis 


(3)  Horace  Greeley,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y.,  Dec. 

24,  1862;  d.  March  9,  1864;  buried  in  the  Mc- 
Graw,  N.  Y.,  cemetery. 

(4)  William  Church,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y., 
May  11,  1866;  m.  Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  Sept. 

9,  1896,  Margaret  Turner  Schenck  (b.  Iowa 
City,  la.,  Feb.  2,  1876;  dan.  Lieut.  Col.  Alex¬ 
ander  DuBois  and  Margaret  Turner  Schenck)  ; 
occupation,  army  officer,  retired;  address,  Berke¬ 
ley,  Calif.  Children:  Margaret  Brown,  b.  Fort 
Collins,  Colo.,  Oct.  18,  1897;  librarian;  William 
Schenck,  b.  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass.,  Sept. 
30,  1899;  Samuel,  b.  Presidio  of  San  Francisco, 
Calif.,  May  28,  1906;  and  Alexander  DuBois 
Schenck,  b.  Fort  Strong,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan. 
19,  1910;  d.  Presidio  S.  F.,  Calif.,  Sept.  7, 
1911;  buried  National  Cemetery,  the  Presidio. 
William  Schenck  Davis  (above),  m.  Oct.  14, 
1925,  at  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  Amelia  Belle 
Francisco  (b.  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  Jan.  15, 
1900;  dan.  Edgar  W.  and  Betsey  Leake  Fran¬ 
cisco);  occupation,  telephone  executive;  address, 
Berkeley,  Calif.;  children,  William  Church  Da¬ 
vis,  b.  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  June  23,  1926,  and 
Edgar  Francisco  Davis,  b.  San  Francisco,  Calif., 
Jan.  24,  1928. 

(5)  Fred  Samuel,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y.,  Apr. 

10,  1868;  d.  March  2,  1870;  buried  in  the  Mc- 
Graw,  N.  Y.,  cemetery. 

(6)  Anne  Isabel,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y.,  March 

25,  1873;  d.  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7, 
1922;  buried  in  the  McGraw,  N.  Y.,  cemetery; 
for  25  years  a  successful  and  much  beloved 
teacher  of  music,  with  studio  in  Carnegie  Hall. 
New  York  City. 

(7)  Joseph  Bertrand,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  10,  1874;  d.  Feb.  25,  1875;  buried  in  the 
McCraw,  N.  Y.,  cemetery. 

(8)  John  Brown,  b.  Solon  Tp.,  N.  Y.,  June  7, 
1877;  m.  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Oct.  5,  1926, 
Margaret  Gertrude  Brassil  (b.  Philadelphia, 
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Penn.,  Sept.  13,  1885;  dan.  of  Dennis  and  Marv 
Dwyer  Brassil)  ;  residence,  Ardmore,  Penn.;  oc¬ 
cupation,  foreman  for  Ardmore  Construction 
Co.  No  children. 

5.  Sarah  Maria,*  b.  Boldgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  19, 
1837;  d.  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.,  Apr.  22,  1913; 
m.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  29,  I860,’  Philip 
Martin  Walker  (son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Hud¬ 
son  Walker),  b.  in  Boot  Tp.,  Montgomery  Co., 
N.  Y.,  May  29,  1819;  d.  Union  Springs,  N.  Y., 
June  20,  1897;  occupation,  farmer;  manv  years 
an  elder  in  local  Presbyterian  church ;  was  twice 
m.,  Sarah  Brown  being  his  second  wife;  re¬ 
sided  at  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  until  1885;  then  moved 
to  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.  He  and  his  two  wives 
are  buried  at  Aurora.  By  his  first  wife  he  had 
four  children  (none  now  living)  ;  by  second 
wife,  five,  as  follows: 

(1)  Sarah  Brown,  b.  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  March 
19,  1861;  m.  at  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  21,  1881, 
Stephen  Veile  LaRowe  (son  of  Charles  Henry 
and  Oral  Ann  Ililliker  LaRowe),  b.  Seneca 
halls,  N.  Y.,  May  7,  1854;  occupation,  glove 
maker;  d.  Jan.  18,  1923,  at  Mayfield,  N.  Y. ; 
buried  at  Mayfield,  N.  Y.  She  resides  at  May- 
field :  is  a  member  of  the  D.  A.  R.  Children: 
Philip  Stephen,  b.  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  March  27, 
1883;  Asa  Walker,  b.  Mavfield,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  °, 
1894;  Edith  Oral,  b.  Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  June  27, 
1896.  Philip  S.  LaRowe,  m.  at  Mayfield,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  18,  1 906,  Adeline  Brower  (dan.  of  Charles 
and  Jane  Harris  Brower),  h.  Mayfield,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  24,  1886.  They  live  in  Mavfield;  he  is 
a  glover  by  trade,  and  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
They  had  one  child  who  died  in  infancy.  Asa 
Walker  LaRowe,  m.  at  Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  Julv 
19,  1913,  Mary  Inez  Close  (dan.  of  John  Peter 
and  Fliza  Goodemote  Close),  h.  Mayfield,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  29,  1895.  They  reside  in  Northville,  Ful- 


*Data  on  Sarali  Maria  supplied  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  W. 
LaRowe. 
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ton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  operates  a  glove 
factory;  is  a  “Mason,”  a  “Redman,”  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  much  interested  in  the  local  Pres¬ 
byterian  church.  Children:  Elrow  LaRowe,  b. 
Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  June  20,  1916;  Woodrow  La¬ 
Rowe,  b.  Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  March  21,  1918; 
Roberta  LaRowe,  b.  Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  July  20, 
1919;  Carol  Rowena  LaRowe,  b.  Northville,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  20,  1927.  Edith  Oral  LaRowe,  m.  at 
Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  June  10,  1916,  Samuel  Willis 
Warner  (son  of  Edgar  and  Louise  Cahill  War¬ 
ner),  b.  April  27,  1894;  occupation,  glover.  Lie 
is  an  “Odd  Fellow”  and  an  elder  in  the  local 
Presbyterian  church.  They  have  no  children. 

(2)  Delevan  Hudson,  b.  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  about 
1863;  d.  in  infancy. 

(3)  Kate  Prudence,  b.  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  Dec. 
1,  1865;  d.  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  30,  1927; 
buried  at  Aurora,  N.  Y. ;  m.  at  Aurora,  N.  Y., 
1885,  Luman  Edward  Saxton  (son  of  Abram 
and  Eliza  Saxton)  ;  occupation,  farmer.  They 
had  one  child,  Leslie  Saxton,  b.  Greenville, 
Mich.,  Nov.  3,  1886.  He  served  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  and  d.  at  the  Naval  Hospital,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Penn.,  April  7,  1908;  buried  in  Naval 
Cemetery. 

(4)  Robert  E.,  b.  Aurora,  N.  34,  Aug.  29, 
1873;  d.  Lancaster,  Pa.,  July  17,  1927  (struck 
by  an  automobile);  buried  at  Aurora,  N.  Y. ; 
occupation,  jeweler;  never  married. 

(5)  Edith  Minerva,  b.  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
30,  1877 ;  m.  at  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.,  Mar.  3, 
1897,  Jennings  William  Schenck,  b.  Union 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  11,  1879,  son  of  Walter 
Scott  Schenck  and  Clara  A.  (Jennings) 
Schenck ;  residence,  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.  They 
have  three  children,  Margaret  Edith  Schenck,  b. 
Jan.  4,  1899;  Corinne  Elizabeth  Schenck,  b. 
July  23,  1905;  and  Walter  Perry  Schenck,  b. 
Dec.  28,  1907 — all  at  Union  Springs,  N.  Y. 
Margaret  Edith  Schenck,  m.  at  Union  Springs, 
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N.  Y.,  March  3,  1918,  Douglas  Ashton  Brain- 
erd  Srnithe  (bom  Germantown,  Penn.,  July  23, 
1889),  and  they  have  three  children,  Katherine 
Brainerd  Srnithe,  b.  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  30, 
1918;  Corinne  Edith  Srnithe,  b.  Sidney,  N.  Y., 
July  29,  1922;  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Srnithe,  b. 
Sidney,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1926. 

6.  Thankful,*  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1839; 
d-  Rockford,  Ill.,  June  27,  1926;  buried  Lawn 
Ridge  Cemetery,  Rockford.  She  m.  1st,  Oct. 
18,  1S66,  John  C.  Roberts,  b.  in  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  29,  1819;  d.  Monroe  Centre,  III, 
March  9,  1891.  He  was  a  Mexican  War  vet¬ 
eran,  serving  16  mos.  in  the  2nd  Ill.  Vol.  In¬ 
fantry;  joined  at  Fulton,  Ill.,  going  by  boat  to 
New  Orleans,  thence  to  Buena  Vista,  Mexico. 
Occupation,  farmer,  amassing  a  large  property. 
She  was  his  second  wife,  his  first  wife  being 
Susan  box,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Thomas 
S.  Roberts  (b.  Lee  Co.,  Ill.,  Feb1.  26,  1855;  m. 
Mama  Randolph,  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  June  24, 
1880;  three  children,  John  S.  Roberts,  Charles 
Roberts  and  Eva  Roberts;  address,  Hollywood, 
Ill.). 

Thankful  Brown  (Roberts),  m.  2nd,  in  1897, 
Tames  Warren,  widower,  b.  Warren  Co.,  N.  Y.. 
May  30,  1829;  d.  Rockford,  111,  Apr.  18,  1903; 
occupation,  merchant.  Issue  (by  her  first  mar¬ 
riage  only)  : 

(1)  Frank  C,  b.  Lindenwood,  III,  Jan.  6, 
1868;  m.  Dorchester,  Nebr.,  Apr.  22,  1890,  Mer- 
tie  L.  Earl;  occupation,  farming;  address,  Lin¬ 
denwood,  Ill.  They  have  six  children;  Willard 
C.  Roberts,  b.  Dorchester,  Nebr.,  March  24, 
1891  (family  given  below)  ;  Helen  Roberts 
(Reints),  b.  Monroe  Centre,  III,  Oct.  6,  1892 
(family  below);  Arthur  E.  Roberts,  b.  Monroe 
Centre,  III,  Sept.  28,  1894  (family  below);  Nel- 


Data  furnished  by  Frank  C.  Roberts,  Lindenwood,  Ill. 
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lie  May  Roberts  (Yoe),  b.  Monroe  Center,  Ill., 
Jan.  16,  1897  (family  below)  ;  Hulbert  Roberts, 
b.  Monroe  Centre,  Ill.,  July  4,  1900;  d.  Aug.  25, 
1901  ;  buried  at  Monroe  Centre,  Ill. ;  and  Vivian 
Adel  Roberts  (Johnson),  b.  Rochelle,  Ill.,  Dec. 
8,  1905  (family  below).  Willard  C.  Roberts 
(above),  m.  Jan.  28,  1922,  Carrie  Caldwell; 
they  have  one  daughter,  Dorothy  M.  Roberts,  b. 
Dec.  28,  1922.  He  is  a  World  War  veteran; 
joined  at  Camp  Grant.  Rockford,  Ill.,  Dec.  10, 
1917;  went  to  France  in  Aug.,  1918,  serving 
in  the  A.  E.  F.  in  the  Ordnance  Detachment  of 
the  67th  U.  S.  Artillery,  C.  A.  C. ;  discharged  at 
Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  March,  1919.  Present  occu¬ 
pation,  farmer;  address,  Janesville,  Wisconsin. 
Helen  Roberts  (above),  m.  Oct.  30,  1913,  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  Reints,  a  farmer,  of  Lindenwood,  111. ; 
they  have  four  children,  Farl,  Leon,  Elizabeth 
and  Russell.  Arthur  F.  Roberts  (above),  m. 
Jan.  12,  1916,  Grace  Doctor;  he  is  a  farmer, 
address,  Rockford,  Ill. ;  no  children.  Nellie  May 
Roberts  (above),  m.  Dec.  17,  1919,  Alfred  Yoe, 
a  carpenter,  of  Lindenwood,  Ill. ;  no  children. 
Vivian  Adel  Roberts  (above) ,  m.  Dec.  27,  1927, 
Leonard  Johnson,  a  farmer,  of  Lindenwood,  111. 

7.  "Wallace.*  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  27,  1842;  d.  Rochelle,  Ogle  Co.,  111.,  March 
19,  1894;  m.  Dixon,  111.,  Dec.  8,  1868,  Laura 
Smith,  a  native  of  Franklin  Co.,  Ohio,  dau.  of 
Richard  and  Alonysa  Plughes  Smith.  They 
lived  in  Rochelle,  Ill. 


*The  following  is  extracted  from  an  obituary  notice  published 
in  the  local  Rochelle  paper:  “The  death  of  Wallace  Brown  has 

caused  many  hearts  to  how  in  grief.  Few  men  indeed  in  this  com¬ 

munity  numbered  so  many  people  as  their  friends  as  did  the  de¬ 
ceased,  and  there  is  universal  expression  of  sorrow  over  his 

death.  The  possessor  of  a  kind  heart,  it  beamed  forth  in  every 

feature,  and  yet  his  nature  was  such  that  he  never  flinched  from 
duty,  no  matter  how  painful.  In  May,  1862,  Mr.  Brown  enlisted 
in  Company  ‘TF  (Capt.  Brice,  afterwards  Capt.  Nelson,  command¬ 
ing)  of  the  92nd  regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  (mounted 
by  order  of  General  Rosecrans  after  the  battle  of  Stone  River), 
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Children: 


(1)  Howard  Devere,  b.  Rochelle,  Ill.,  Dec. 
10,  1871;  m.  1st,  at  Neosho  Falls,  Ivans.,  Nov. 

24,  1896,  Minnie  May  McDowell,  of  Maryville, 
Mo.;  she  d.  Yates  Centre,  Ivans.,  Nov.  14,  1897; 
ni.  2nd,  at  Gridlev,  Coffee  Co.,  Ivans.,  May  14, 
1899,  Tola  Mae  Howard  (divorced,  1902);  m. 
3d,  June  30,  1908,  Lucy  E.  Campau  (1>.  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.,  Jan.  12,  1878;  dau.  Capt.  (ship) 
Louis  A.  Campau).  He  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  in  the  cattle  business  in  Kansas  until 
1902,  since  which  date  he  has  been  with  the 
Southside  Elevated  R.  R.  Co.  in  Chicago ;  chil¬ 
dren:  William  Wallace,  b.  Chicago,  ill.,  Feb. 

25,  1909;  and  Howard  Daniel,  b.  Chicago.  Ill.. 
Sept.  18,  1912. 

(2)  Clara  Albery,  b.  May  23,  1878,  at  Ro¬ 

chelle,  Ill.  ;  m.  1st,  at  Rochelle,  Ill.,  1896,  Chris¬ 
tian  Anglebert  Peterson;  divorced;  m.  2nd, - 

Fiske ;  divorced;  m.  3rd,  James  E.  Tracy,  of 
Martelle,  la.  (address,  1927,  LaHabra,  Calif.). 
Children  by  1st  husband:  Ingrid  Irene,  b.  3  897; 
Mildred,  b.  1899;  and  Helen  (deceased);  by  3rd 
husband,  a  son  (name  not  ascertained).  Ingrid 
Irene  Peterson  (above),  m.  Howard  Armstrong, 
of  Chicago,  Ill.;  Mildred  Peterson  (above),  m. 
Owen  McConaughy,  a  farmer,  of  Martelle,  la., 
and  they  have  four  children. 

(3)  Winifred  Daisy,  b.  Rochelle,  Ill.,  Sept.  4, 
1883;  m.  at  Rochelle,  Ill.,  ca.  1913,  Fred  W. 


. . """"" . . . """" . . . . . . . . . nil . . . . . . . . . . 

Colonel  (afterwards  General)  Smith  D.  Atkins  commanding,  a 
part  of  Wilder’s  famous  ‘Lightning  Brigade’  of  General  Thomas’ 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  and  was  in  all  the  manoeuvres,  skir¬ 
mishes  and  battles  in  which  that  noted  regiment  participated,  in¬ 
cluding  Stone  River,  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga;  transferred  to 
the  command  of  General  Kilpatrick,  participating  in  the  campaign 
against  Atlanta,  the  March  to  the  Sea,  through  the  Carolinas  and 
mustered  out  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  at  Durham’s  Station,  North 
Carolina.  He  was  a  good  soldier  and  his  record  was  a  most  hon¬ 
orable  one.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  member  of  Horicon  Lodge  No.  244 
A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  Chapter  No.  158  R.  A.  M.,  a  Knight  Templar, 
and  a  comrade  and  Past  Commander,  Rochelle  Post,  G.  A.  R.” 

His  widow  m.,  2nd,  in  1899,  Daniel  Grimes,  of  Rockford  Ill. 
He  d.  1913.  Her  address  (1927)  was  Rochelle,  Ill. 
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Zimmerman,  occupation,  merchant,  Rochelle,  Ill. 
No  children. 

8.  Alvana,  b.  Blodgett  Mills,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  22,  1846; 
d.  Compton,  111.,  Feb.  29,  1912;  m.  Sept.  16, 
1865,  John  Burnham  (b.  Graftstown,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  21,  1843;  d.  Dec.  4,  1915);  occupation, 
farming,  near  Ashton,  Ill.  He  and  his  wife 
are  buried  in  the  Southside  Cemetery  at  Ashton. 
He  was  a  Civil  War  veteran,  a  member  of  Co. 
“IT,”  92  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  They  had 
two  children : 

(1)  Mark,  b.  Dec.  16,  1867;  d.  Aug.  27, 
1927 ;  buried  at  Ashton,  Ill.  Occupation,  master 
carpenter  and  builder.  Never  married. 

(2)  Verna,  b.  Ashton,  Ill.,  June  14,  1880;  d. 
Feb.  6,  1923;  buried  at  Ashton;  m.  William 
Light  (divorced).  Children:  Louis  Light,  b. 
ca.  1904;  and  Mildred  Light,  b.  ca.  1906. 


The  Church  Lineage 

The  following  is  chiefly  abridged  from  ‘‘Simeon  Church 
and  the  Church  Family,”  by  Charles  Washburn  Church : 

The  first  American*  Church  ancestor  of  Roxanna 


♦The  English  ancestry  of  RICHARD  CHURCH(l),  as  given 
by  Charles  Washburn  Church,  is  as  follows:  JOHN  AT  CHURCH 
(1335-1396),  of  Great  Parndon  Parish,  Manor  of  Geround,  County 
of  Essex,  is  the  first  of  the  Church  family,  so  far  as  now  known. 
He  m.,  1360,  CATHERINE,  dan.  RICHARD  WINCHESTER,  who 
d.  1638;  they  had  three  children,  Robert  Churche  (d.  1420),  JOHN 
CHYRCPI  and  Catherine. 

(2)  JOHN  CHYRCH  (above)  was  b.  1365;  d.  1450;  lived  at 
Leicester;  was  a  Burgess  of  Parliament  in  1399,  again  in  1420,  and 

Mayor  of  Leicester  1402-1422;  m.  AGNES  - - ;  and  had  children, 

JOHN,  Catherine  and  Robert. 

(3)  JOHN  CHURCH  (son  of  TOHN  CHYRCH)  had  two  sons, 
REYNOLD  and  John. 

(4)  REYNOLD  CHURCH  m.  1496,  MARGARET,  dau.  ROB¬ 
ERT  GREENE  of  Chester,  with  children  ROBERT,  John  and 
William. 


Notes  on  Ancestry  of  Roxanna  (Brown)  Davis  27 

Brown  was  Richard  Church (l)jf,  a  native  of  Braintree, 
Essex  Co.,  Eng.,  who  early  emigrated  to  New  England,  and 
in  1636  became  a  member  of  the  company  organized  under 
the  leadership  of  the  celebrated  Puritan  preacher,  Thomas 
Hooker,  that  founded  Hartford,  Conn.  What  induced  him 
to  emigrate  is  uncertain — possibly  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Hooker,  who  himself  had  emigrated  to  Massachusetts  from 
Essex  Co.  in  1633. 

Richard  Churci-i(I)  drew  12  acres  of  land  at  Hartford 
in  the  first  land  division,  1639;  owned  a  house  and  land  on 
Burr  St.  and  land  at  “the  cow  pasture”  in  1640;  in  1647 
was  “viewer  of  chimneys”;  and  March  7,  1655,  was  freed 
by  the  General  Court  “from  watching,  warding,  and  train¬ 
ing.”  Pie  was  one  of  the  60  persons  who,  “at  a  meeting  at 
‘Goodman’  Ward’s  house,  April  18,  1659,  signed  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  remove  themselves  and  families  out  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  into  Massachusetts  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  town 
of  Hadley,”  where  he  died  Dec.  16,  1667. 

To  summarize: 

RICHARD  CHURCH  (1): 
b.  In  Eng.,  Feb.  6,  1610. 


(5)  ROBERT  CHURCH  (above),  b.  1505,  d.  1551,  was  a  coun- 
selor-at-law;  he  had  two  sons,  Bartholomew  and  JOHN. 

(6)  JOHN  CHURCH  (son  of  ROBERT)  m.  CATHARINE 
SWAN;  “he  had  an  armory”;  two  sons,  JOHN  and  Thomas. 

(7)  JOHN  CHURCH,  b.  about  1548,  m.  JOAN  TITERALL; 
left  five  sons,  RICHARD,  Ruke,  Sampson,  Arnold  and  Henry. 

(8)  RICHARD  CHURCH,  b.  May  9,  1570,  m.  Dec.  15,  1592, 
ALICE,  widow  of  his  brother  Henry.  RICHARD  CHURCH  was 
by  trade  a  merchant  tailor;  in  1613  he  settled  in  Braintree,  County 
of  Essex,  England.  He  was  the  father  of  RICHARD  CHURCH (1), 
our  first  American  Church  ancestor;  other  children:  Alice,  John, 
Henry,  Arnold. 

£The  figure  in  parenthesis  after  a  name  indicates  the  number 
of  his  generation  in  America,  counting  from  his  first  American  an¬ 
cestor  of  that  name,  marked  (1). 
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d.  Hadley,  Mass.,  Dec.  16,  1667. 
m.  In  Eng.,  May  18,  1627,  Anne,  dau.  of  Edward 
Marsh. 

b.  Braintree,  Eng.,  1600. 
d.  Hadley,  Mass.,  1684. 

Children : 

1.  Edward (2),  b.  Feb.  26,  1628;  d.  Sept.  7,  1704. 

2.  Samuel (2),  b.  March  3,  1629;  d.  young. 

3.  Mary (2),  b.  Nov.  2,  1632. 

4.  John (2),  b.  May  9,  1636;  d.  Oct.  16,  1691  (twin 

of  Samuel). 

5.  Samuel(2),  b.  May  9,  1636;  d.  Apr.  13,  1684 

(twin  of  John).  See  below. 

SAMUEL  CHURCH (2)  :  son  of  Richard  (1). 

Samuel(2),  when  of  age  in  1657  was  “made  a  freeman 
of  Hartford”;  moved  with  his  father  to  Hadley;  became 
a  captain  in  the  local  militia  company  and  was  prominent 
in  community  affairs. 

To  summarize: 

Captain  SAMUEL  CHURCH(2): 

b.  May  0,  1636,  probably  in  New  England, 
d.  Hadley,  Mass.,  Apr.  13,  1684. 
m.  About  1663,  Mary,  dau.  Josiaii  Churchill. 
b.  March  24,  1639. 
d.  Probably  Hadley,  Mass.,  1690. 

Children: 

1.  Mary(3),  b.  Jan.  23,  1665;  d.  June  18,  1700;  m 

Samuel  Smith. 

2.  Samuel(3),  b.  Aug.  19,  1667;  d.  1737.  (See  be¬ 

low.  ) 

3.  Richard (3),  b.  Dec.  9,  1669;  d.  Oct.  15,  1696 

(killed  by  Indians  at  Sunderland)  ;  m.  Jan.  24, 
1696,  Sarah  Bartlett. 

4.  Mehitable(3),  1).  Jan.  11,  1762;  m.  Nehemiah  Dick- 

inson. 
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5.  Josiah(3),  b.  Apr.  10,  1673. 

6.  Joseph(3),  b.  May  25,  1678;  d.  (probably)  1721. 

7.  Benjamin  (3),  b.  Sept.  1,  1680;  d.  Jan.  15,  1755. 

8.  John(3),  b.  Dec.  24,  16S2;  probably  settled  in  East 

Haddam. 

SAMUEL  CHURCH (3):  Capt.  Samuel(2)  ;  Rich- 
ard( 1). 

Samuel  Church (3)  lived  and  died  at  Hadley;  took 
part  in  Indian  warfare  and  “was  wounded  at  Deerfield,  Feb. 
29,  1704.”  Was  twice  married. 

To  summarize: 

SAMUEL  CHURCH (3)  : 

b.  Hadley,  Mass.,  Aug.  19,  1667. 
d.  Hadley,  Mass.,  1757. 

m.  (1st),  July  7,  1692,  Abigail  Harrison  (dau.  Isaac 
Harrison,  of  Bladley). 
b.  Sept.  11,  1673. 

d.  Hadley,  Mass.,  Sept.  17,  1717. 
m.  2nd,  Aug.  12,  1720,  Abigail  Strong,  who  married 
(2nd  husband)  Ebenezer  Chapin,  Oct.  12,  1758. 

Children  (by  Abigail  Harrison): 

1.  Martha (4),  b  Sept.  23,  1694;  m.  1715,  John  White, 

son  of  William  of  the  “Mayflower.” 

2.  Abigail (4),  b.  Dec.  25,  1696;  m.  1723,  Samuel 

Warner. 

3.  Richard (4),  b.  Sept.  20,  1700. 

4.  Natiianiel(4)  ,  b.  Feb.  7,  1704;  d.  May  9,  1780. 

(See  below.) 

5.  Samuel  (4),  b.  Aug.  21,  1706.  Settled  in  Amherst, 

Mass. 

6.  Experience (4) ,  b.  Feb.  2,  1710;  m.  1733,  Joseph 

Wright. 

(By  Abigail  Strong): 

7.  Joseph (4),  b.  Jan.  28,  1728;  d.  Sept.  7,  1819. 


• 
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NATHANIEL  CHURCH(4):  Samuel(3)  ;  Capt.  Sam- 
uel(2)  ;  Richard(I). 

Nathaniel(4)  married,  at  age  23,  Rachel  McCran- 
ney,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  some  time  later  settled  in 
Brattleboro,  Vermont.  They  reared  a  large  family,  the 
members  of  which  were  ardent  adherents  to  the  patriot 
cause  in  the  American  Revolution. 

To  summarize: 

NATHANIEL (4) : 

b.  Hadley,  Mass.,  Feb.  7,  1704. 

d.  Brattleboro,  Vt,  May  9,  1780. 

m.  Oct.  27,  1727,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  Rachel  Mc- 

Cranney. 

b.  Springfield,  Mass.,  Oct.  27,  1704. 
d.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Sept.  18,  1788. 

Children : 

1.  Nathaniel(5),  b.  Dec.  5,  1728. 

2.  William  Harrison,  b.  March  3,  1730;  m.  1750  Jane 

Wood. 

3.  Rachel(5),  b.  Apr.  10,  1731  ;  m.  Joseph  Burt  of 

Springfield. 

4.  Malaciii(5),  b.  June  24,  1732;  d.  1790.  (See 

below. ) 

5.  Jesse (5 ) ,  b.  July  14,  1733. 

6.  Eber(5),  b.  Dec.  14,  1734;  m.  Mary  Farrand. 

7.  Timothy(5),  b.  May  12,  1736;  m.  Abigail  Church 

(his  cousin)  ;  was  Captain  of  Vermont  troops 

in  the  Revolution. 

8.  Jonathan(5),  b.  Apr.  7,  1747 ;  d.  Morristown,  N. 

J.,  Dec.  23,  1827;  was  a  Revolutionary  officer. 

9.  Benjamin(5),  b.  May  20,  1751;  m.  Perone  Whipple. 

MALA  CHI  CHURCH  ( 5 ) :  Nathaniel(4)  ;  Sam- 

uel(3)  ;  Capt.  Samuel(2)  ;  Richard(I). 

Born  in  1732,  he  was  43.  years  old  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
American  Revolution,  was  married,  but  espoused  earnestly 


i 
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the  American  cause,  being  mentioned  in  Hall’s  “Eastern 
Vermont”  as  “an  agent  sent  to  New  York  in  1775.”  We 
find  his  name  in  the  local  records  as  overseer  of  highways, 
1768-1775;  as  builder  of  a  sawmill  near  “the  shop  on 
Whetstone  Creek”;  as  member  of  a  committee  appointed 
in  1770  for  “getting  a  minister  in  this  town”;  and  as  “a 
courier  sent  to  Albany  in  1787  to  tell  about  the  contest*  at 
Brattleboro.” 


To  summarize: 

MALACHI  CHURCH (5): 

b.  Hadley,  Mass.,  June  24,  1732. 
d.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  1790. 
m.  April,  1756,  Elizabeth  Miller. 

(Dates  of  birth  and  death  not  ascertained.) 

Children : 

1.  Malactii (6),  b.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  May  14,  1769; 
cl.  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  29,  1846. 

(Doubtless  several  others,  names  not  ascertained. £) 

MALACHI  CHURCH  (6):  Malachi(5);  Nathan¬ 
iel^);  Samuel(3);  Capt.  Samuel(2)  ;  Riciiard(I). 

Malaciii,  Jr.,  was  6  years  old  when  the  Revolution  broke 
out  and  was  12  when  Cornwallis  surrendered  at  Yorktown. 
As  several  of  his  uncles  participated  in  active  campaigns,  he 
doubtless  gained  a  boy’s  vivid  impression  of  the  pomp  and 
adventure  of  warfare,  minus  its  chief  hardships  and  hor¬ 
rors.  Perhaps  this  may  account,  in  a  measure,  for  his  seek¬ 
ing  and  winning  for  wife  the  hand  and  heart  of  a  soldier’s 
daughter;  for  at  about  the  age  of  22  he  married  Lucy 


♦Quoted  from  Hall’s  “Eastern  Vermont,”  pp.  130,  563.  The 
“contest  at  Brattleboro”  was  over  the  question  of  the  rights  of 
New  York  State  to  the  Vermont  territory.  The  Church  family 
appears  to  have  sided  strongly  with  New  York  in  its  contention. 

#The  U.  S.  census  of  1790  gives  his  family  as  follows:  “One 
free  white  male  16  or  under,”  and  “four  females,  white,  of  all  ages.” 
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Blaiceslee,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Blakeslee,  a  Revo¬ 
lutionary  veteran  neighbor,  and  fellow  officer  with  Capt. 
Timothy  Church,  Malaciii’s  uncle,  in  the  Vermont  militia. 
After  their  marriage  they  resided  at  Brattleboro  for  ab'out 
17  years,  moving  thence  in  1807  to  the  pioneer  settlement 
of  Marathon,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.  Here  they  passed  their 
remaining  years,  his  wife  for  many  years  an  invalid,  moving 
about  in  a  wheel  chair.  His  occupation  was  that  of  wheel¬ 
wright  and  blacksmith.  He  left  no  will  of  record. 

o 

To  summarize: 

MALA  Cl  II  CHURCH  (6): 

b.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  May  14,  1769. 
d.  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  29,  1846;  buried  in  the 
Marathon  cemetery. 

m.  At  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  about  1790,  Lucy,  dan.  Capt. 
James  and  Anna  Bradley  Blakeslee. 
b.  Probably  West  Haven,  Conn.,  March  1,  1772. 
d.  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  7,  1849;  buried  alongside 
of  her  husband. 

Children  :* 

1.  James(7)  ;  dates  birth  and  death  and  name  of  wife 

not  ascertained;  lived  at  Marathon  and  Killawog, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  moved  to  Woodstock,  Ill.,  where 
he  died,  leaving  children,  Malachi(S),  Judith 
(Trowbridge)  (8),  Helen  ( Pendleton)  (8) ,  and 
Sarah  Jane  (Van  Beuren)(8). 

2.  William (7)#,  b.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Apr.  20,  1793;  d. 

Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  27,  1865;  m.  Eve - ; 

children:  Dayton (8),  b.  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
20,  1823,  d.  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  May  5,  1871; 
William  (8) ,  moved  to  Nebraska;  Wells  (8), 
moved  to  Maryland;  Lucy(8),  never  married,  b‘. 
Marathon,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1829,  d.  March  1, 


♦Data  principally  from  memorandum  by  ROXANNA  BROWN 
DAVIS,  and  from  the  MALACHI  CHURCH  monument,  Mara¬ 
thon,  N.  Y.,  cemetery. 

#From  whom  the  writer  derived  his  given  name. 


■ 
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1903,  buried  at  Marathon,  occupation,  school 
teacher;  and  Caroline  (8),  b.  Marathon,  June 
10,  1836,  d.  July  13,  1909,  lived  at  Marathon, 
where  she  is  buried. 

3.  Flavia(7)  ;  dates  of  birth  and  death  not  ascertained; 

died  in  girlhood;  probably  buried  in  Brattleboro, 
as  name  does  not  appear  on  the  Church  monu¬ 
ment,  Marathon. 

4.  Patience (7),  b.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  July  22,  1799;  d. 

Hunt’s  Corners,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  5, 
1876;  m.  1st,  March  4,  1824,  Jedecliah  Lake 
(!>•  Oct.  88,  1795,  d.  Virgil,  N.  Y.,  Apr.  4. 
1834)  ;  m.  2nd,  Zenas  Thompson. 

Children  by  Jedediah  Lake: 

(1)  Henry  Malachi  Lake,  b.  Feb.  21,  1828,  d. 
July  15,  1912,  m.  Lucy  Hazen  (b.  Aug.  21, 
1832,  d.  Feb.  21,  1905),  with  children,  Henry 
Church  Lake,  b.  Sept.  30,  1859,  d.  1917;  Perry 
Hazen  Lake,  b.  Oct.  5,  1864,  d.  July  21,  1923; 
Mary  Lake  (Addis),  b.  June  27,  1870;  and 
Sarah  Lucretia  Lake,  b.  Julv  11,  1874,  d.  Sept 
15,  1916. 

(2)  Sarah  Lake,  b.  Hunt’s  Corners,  N.  Y., 
June  14,  1828,  d.  E.  Virgil,  N.  Y.,  July  13, 
1894,  m.  Feb.  29,  1848,  Frasmus  Darwin  An- 
gell  (b.  New  Milford,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2,  1816,  d. 
Messenger vi lie,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  26,  1910);  children: 
Luricia  Adell  Angell  (Smith),  b.  Nov.  4,  1850, 
d.  Apr.  8,  1919;  Sarah  Lucretia  Angell,  b.  May 
18,  1852;  Julia  Lytle  Angell,  b.  Mav  27,  1854; 
Erasmus  Darwin  Angell,  Jr.,  b.  Dec.  30,  1855 
(m.  Jennie  Burns)  ;  Jed  Lake  Angell,  b1.  July 
7,  1857  (m.  Elizabeth  Corson)  ;  James  William 
Angell,  b.  Apr.  1,  1864  (m.  Lelia  Maria  War¬ 
ren). 

(3)  Jed  Lake*,  b.  Hunt’s  Corners,  N.  Y.,  Nov. 
18,  1830,  d.  June  7,  1914,  m.  Jan.  2,  1842, 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Meyer  (b.  Jan.  2,  1842,  d. 


*Was  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  27th  Iowa  Vol.  Infantry  in  the  Civil 
War. 
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May  16,  1919)  ;  children:  Rush  Clarke  Lake, 
b.  Apr.  13,  1862,  d.  May  6,  1919;  Jarvis  Nelson 
Lake  (b.  1867,  d.  1870)  ;  and  Harriet  Isadora 
Lake,  b.  Feb.  7,  1870. 

(4)  Lucretia  Patience  Lake,  b.  July  4,  1833; 
d.  Aug.  11,  1921;  m.  Feb.  19,  1855,  William  F. 
Hunt  (b.  Mch.  9,  1833,  d.  Jan.  14,  1907)  ;  chil¬ 
dren:  Sarah  Patience  Hunt  (Stockwell),  b.  Dec. 
21,  1855;  Asa  Lake  Hunt,  b.  Nov.  10,  1858,  d. 
July  25,  1915  (m.  Carrie  D.  Atwood)  ;  Lewis 
William  Hunt,  b.  June  5,  1860,  d.  July  26,  1880; 
George  Burnham  Hunt,  b.  Nov.  11,  1861,  d. 
July  30,  1926  (m.  Nellie  Warner  Hey  wood)  ; 
Mary  Lucretia  Hunt  (Slater),  b.  Mch.  27,  1866; 
Henry  M.  Hunt,  b.  June  7,  1867  (m.  Linn  But¬ 
terfield)  ;  Mabel  Louise  Hunt  (Hults),  b.  Sept. 
24,  1876. 

(5)  (By  Zenas  Thompson),  Augusta  Thomp¬ 
son  (Johnson). 

5.  Lucy(7),  b.  Brattleboro,  Vt,  March  4,  1802;  d. 

Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Ran.  16,  1888;  m.  William 
Squires  (b.  Nov.  23,  1798,  d.  March  15,  1885). 
Children :  Burgess  Squires ;  George  Peck 

Squires;  Margaret  Squires  (Tripp),  b.  1845,  d. 
1912;  Ruth  Squires  (Adams),  b.  1830,  d.  Jan. 
6,  1863;  Nancy  Squires  (Baum),  b.  1835,  d. 
1868;  William  Squires,  Jr.,  R  1837,  d.  1861; 
and  Truman  Squires,  b.  1832,  d.  1845.  (In¬ 
scriptions  on  Squires  monument,  Marathon,  N. 
Y.) 

6.  Prudence (7),  b.  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Sept.  18,  1804; 

d.  Rochelle,  Ill.,  March  3,  1886;  m.  Abial 
Brown  (see  Brown  Lineage). 

7.  Nelson(7),  b.  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  1,  1810;  d. 

Marathon,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  7,  1854;  never  married. 
His  will,  dated  Aug.  4,  1854,  bequeaths,  inter 
alia ,  $250  to  his  sister,  Prudence  Church 
Brown. 

8.  Roxanna(7)$;  dates  of  birth  and  death  not  ascer- 


ffROXANNA  (BROWN)  DAVIS  was  named  after  Roxanna 
(Church)  Hutchings. 


. 
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tamed;  m.  Hiram  Hutchings;  lived  on  the  Henry 
Brown  farm,  about  2  miles  S.  of  Blodgett  Mills, 

vt-  'I  „  C1-Idren’  Chsu,ncey  Hutchings  and 
Miranda  Hutchings  (Scarles) 


i  he  Blakeslee  Lineage 

The  following  is  based  chiefly  on  “Samuel  Blakeslee  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  His  Descendants,”  an  article  in 

Shepard'  "g‘  Hist  and  Geneal-  Record,  by  James 

Samuel  Blakeslee(I),  a  blacksmith,  emigrated  from 
England  to  New  England  before  1650,  our  first  record  be¬ 
ing  his  purchase,  about  1649,  from  Henry  Dowd,  of  a 
home  lot”  at  Guilford,  Conn.  He  moved  to  New  Haven 

a',Cf  of,55’,  ,WhCre  he  d'  ‘n  16?2’  his  estate  beinS  appraised 
at  L  £ol,  14  s.,  9  d. 

To  summarize: 


SAMUEL  BLAKESLEE(l): 

b.  In  England,  date  not  ascertained, 
d.  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  17,  1672. 
m.  Probably  at  New  Haven,  Dec.  3,  1650,  Hannah, 
dau.  John  and  Elizabeth  Potter. 
b.  Date  and  place  not  ascertained 
d.  Nov.  7,  1723. 

Children: 

I'  EAT  b/  0ct-  22’  1651  ;  d-  Sept.  2,  1653. 

2-  J°M2)-,b-  fbt.  1654  (baptized  at  New  Haven, 
Dec.  13,  1655). 

3.  Moses (2),  Bp.  at  New  Haven,  Dec.  13,  1655. 

4.  Mary (2)  Bp  New  Haven,  Dec.  13,  1655;  possibly 

twin  of  Moses;  d.  young. 

5.  Hannah (2),  b.  Oct.  22,  1657;  d.  young. 

6.  Mary (2),  b.  Nov.  2,  1659;  m.  John  Thomas. 
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7.  Samuel(2),  b.  at  New  Haven  Apr.  8,  1662  (see 

below). 

8.  Eb'enezer(2) ,  b.  July  17,  1664. 

9.  Hannah(2),  b.  May  22,  1666;  d.  July  8,  1669. 

10.  Jonathan (2),  b.  March  3,  1669;  d.  July  11,  1669. 

11.  A  son,  b.  April,  1672;  d.  in  infancy. 

SAMUEL  BLAKESLEE(2):  Samuel(I). 

Samuel(2),  like  his  father,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade. 
He  married  at  age  22  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Kimberley,  of  New  Haven.  He  moved  to  Woodbury, 
Conn.,  where  his  first  six  children  were  baptized,  but  prob¬ 
ably  returned  to  New  Haven,  where  his  will,  dated  Sept. 
15,  1729,  was  probated  Nov.  6,  1732. 

To  summarize: 

SAMUEL  BLAKESLEE(2) : 

b.  New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  8,  1662. 
d.  New  Haven,  Conn.,  1732. 

m.  Probably  at  New  Haven,  Nov.  20,  1684,  Sarah, 
dau.  Nathaniel  Kimberley. 

(Dates  and  places  of  birth  and  death  not  ascer¬ 
tained.) 

Children : 

1.  Samuel (3),  b.  Jan.  28,  1685;  m.  Helena  Brown. 

2.  Merrian(3),  b.  May  2,  1688;  m.  Caleb  Mallory. 

3.  Jonathan (3),  b.  Jan.  6,  1690. 

4.  Sarah (3),  b.  Sept.  6,  1692. 

5.  Anna (3),  b.  Dec.  2,  1694. 

6.  Mary(3),  b.  Sept.  6,  1696;  m.  Samuel  Down. 

7.  James (3),  b.  April  27,  1699  (see  below). 

8.  Mehitable(3) ,  b.  Aug.  31,  1702;  m.  William  Trow¬ 

bridge. 

9.  Tilley (3),  b.  March  18,  1705;  m.  Mary  Brown. 
JAMES  BLAKESLEE(3)  :  Samuel(2)  ;  Samuel(I). 
James(3)  was  probably  bom  in  New  Haven.  lie  mar- 
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ried  the  daughter  of  Sergeant  Stephen  Upson,  of  Water- 
bury.  There  is  a  record  of  land  in  New  Haven  conveyed 
by  James  to  his  son  Tilley,  of  Waterbury,  that  James  had 
“Bought  of  his  brother  Tilley,  now  of  Woodbury.” 

To  summarize: 

JAMES  BLAKESLEE(3)  : 

b.  Probably  New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  27,  1699. 
d.  Probably  West  Haven,  Conn.,  June  12,  1784. 
m.  Thankful,  dau.  Sergeant  Stephen  and  Mary 
Lee  Upson,  Sept.  15,  1724. 
b.  Probably  Waterbury,  Conn.,  March  14,  1706; 
date  of  death  not  ascertained. 

Children : 

1.  Reuben (4),  b.  probably  West  Haven,  Conn.,  Jan. 

18,  1725;  m.  Hannah  Upson. 

2.  Tillev ( 4) ,  b.  probably  West  Haven,  Conn.,  June  10, 

1728. 

3.  Mehitable(4) ,  b.  probablv  West  Haven,  Aug.  12, 

1732. 

4.  James (4),  b.  West  Haven,  Conn.,  Eeb.  3,  1735  (see 

below ) . 


JAMES  BLAKESLEE(4)  : 
Samuel(  1 ). 


James  (3); 


Samuel(2)  ; 


James  Blakeslee(4)  was  probably  born  in  West  Plaven, 
a  suburb  at  present  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  Pie  married, 
1755  (at  age  20)  Anna  Bradley,  of  New  Haven.  They 
apparently  lived  in  Conn,  for  fifteen*  or  twenty  years  sub¬ 
sequent  to  their  marriage,  but  moved  to  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  at 
about  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  espous¬ 
ing  the  cause  of  which  he  took  an  active  and  leading  part. 
He  “was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Instruction  for  the  con- 


*  JAMES  BLAKESLEE  and  wife  ANNA,  of  New  Haven,  con¬ 
vey,  Jan.  12,  1761,  to  Daniel  Lyman,  interest  in  land  that  was 
“our  grandfather  Nathaniel  Bradley’s  right  in  the  Middle  Division.” 
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duct  of  Agent  Israel  Smith  of  the  New  York  State  Con¬ 
vention,  May,  1777.”*  The  Colonial  records  show  him  to 
have  been  an  officer  of  Vermont  troops  in  the  Revolution, # 
and  he  was  undoubtedly  a  prominent  man  in  the  community. 

In  the  bitter  struggle  between  the  “Green  Mountain  Boys” 
and  the  “Yorkers,”  as  they  were  called,  over  the  sovereignty 
of  the  territory  of  Vermont,  which  territory  was  claimed 
by  New  York  under  the  award  by  the  British  Privy  Council 
of  1764,  James  Blakeslee  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
New  York  contention;  and  it  was  on  a  mission  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  love,  carrying  messages  from  a  fellow  New  York 
partisan  imprisoned  by  the  Green  Mountain  boys  at  Ben¬ 
nington,  that  James  Blakeslee’s  life  came  to  an  untimely 
but  noble  end.  An  account  will  be  found  in  the  “Family 
Memoirs”  of  the  Phelps  Family,  written  at  Patapsco,  Md., 
in  1849,  by  John  Phelps  (son  of  Timothy  Phelps,  for  whose 
succor  in  prison  Capt.  James  Blakeslee  undertook  his 
perilous  journey).  The  subjoined  is  condensed  from  the 
“Phelps  Memoirs.” 

The  Continental  Congress  having  on  Dec.  5,  1782,  passed 
resolutions  favoring  the  claims  of  New  York,  Timothy 
Phelps,  who  had  fled  from  persecution,  returned  to  his  home 
and  soon  afterward  “boldly  entered  the  Court  House  while 
the  Supreme  Court  was  in  session,  reminded  that  body  that 
they  were  exercising  a  usurped  authority,  and  demanded 
restoration  of  his  confiscated  property,  and  compensation  for 
his  personal  injuries— thereupon  taking  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  from  his  pocket  and  commencing  to  read.”  He 


♦Hall’s  “History  of  Eastern  Vermont,”  p.  292. 

JtSee  “Vermont  Revolutionary  Soldiers,”  Goodrich:  p.  826,  “Of¬ 
ficers  commissioned  Aug.  18,  1778,  companies  in  the  Southern  Regi¬ 
ment:  *  *  *  Brattleborough,  Capt.  Timothy  Church;  1st  Lieut. 

James  Blakeslee;  2nd  Lieut.  Jonathan  Church;  Ensign,  Samuel 
Root;”  p.  388,  “List  of  the  names  and  sums  of  Capt.  James  Blakes- 
lee’s  pay  roll  (Col.  Fletcher’s  Regiment,  Gen.  Enos’  Brigade)  in 
the  service  of  the  State  of  Vermont  from  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign,  1781,  to  the  30th  of  June  in  said  year.”  (His  pay  was 
£28,  13s.,  4d.)  There  are  several  other  entries. 
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was  promptly  arrested  for  his  audacity,  transported  across 
the  mountains  and  jailed  at  Bennington,  the  seat  of  power 
and  headquarters  of  the  Green  Mountain  boys.  Benning¬ 
ton  was  then  and  is  now  a  beautiful  town,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Green  Mountains,  some  thirty  miles  from  the  scene 
of  action  above  described.  1  he  mountains  are  precipitous 
and  at  that  time  were  all  but  impassable,  covered  with  one 
continuous  forest  in  the  wild  state  of  nature,  through  which 
in  winter  the  traveller’s  only  guide  was  the  “blazed”  trees 
along  the  rough,  snow-covered  trail.  Snows  had  fallen,  and 
lay  upon  these  mountains  from  five  to  ten  feet  deep,  when 
the  “benevolent  and  warm-hearted  Blakesley”  set  out  from 
Bennington  on  his  perilous  journey.  To  prevent  founder¬ 
ing  in  those  mountain  drifts,  he  had  “equipped  himself  with 
the  clumsy,  often  treacherous,  and  always  laborious  Indian 
snowshoes.”  There  were  enroute  but  two  dwellings  or  rest¬ 
ing  places,  at  intervals  of  about  ten  miles,  at  which  food 
and  comfort  might  be  obtained. 

“To  reach  the  first  ten-mile  house  was  all  that  our  friend 
hoped  or  intended  the  first  day.  Fresh  and  strong — for 
he  was  a  most  vigorous  man — at  daylight  he  commenced 
his  hazardous  journey.  The  skv  was  clear  and  cold.  At 
first  a  moderate  northwester  at  intervals  swept  athwart  him, 
covering  him  with  sheets  of  snow.  But  still  he  labored  on, 
companionless  and  cheerless,  guided  only  by  the  marked  trees 
before  him,  upward  and  upward  many  a  weary  mile  until  a 
summit  of  more  than  1,500  feet  altitude  had  been  gained, 
and  then  downward  and  downward  into  a  chasm  still  more 
precipitous  and  deep,  formed  in  the  heart  of  these  mountains 
by  one  of  the  wild  branches  of  the  Iloosic.  It  was  in 
this  deep  defile  the  first  ten-mile  house  was  situated.  It 
was  safely  reached  and  refreshment  taken. 

“The  sun  was  still  above  the  horizon.  Nothing  indicated 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day  greater  inclemency  than  there 
had  been  in  the  morning.  Ten  miles  more  and  the  eastern 
base  of  the  most  precipitous  pass  of  the  mountains  would  be 
gained.  At  that  point  there  was  known  to  be  a  warm  cabin 
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and  an  attentive,  hospitable  host;  from  whence,  if  no  acci¬ 
dent  intervened,  a  leisurely  walk  on  the  morrow  would  bring 
him  to  my  mother*,  another  reach  of  about  ten  miles  more. 
All  this  looked  feasible  and  indeed  of  easy  accomplishment 
to  this  man  of  strong  body  and  courageous  soul,  intrusted 
with  the  most  sacred  of  friendship's  offerings  and  eager  to 
give  the  consolations  they  contained  with  the  least  delay 
possible. 

"But  then  our  friend  forgot  that  on  the  morning  of 
that  day  his  strength  was  unimpaired;  that  a  bright  and 
glorious  sun,  both  morning  and  meridian,  had  done  much 
to  soften  and  render  endurable  a  cold  and  inclement  at¬ 
mosphere;  that  the  wind  had  remained  for  most  of  the  time 
down  and  that  sheets  of  driven  snow  had  not  therefore  im¬ 
peded  or  disabled  him.  Not  thinking  of  these  as  he  ought 
but  taking  counsel  of  his  courage  rather  than  his  dangers 
and  having,  as  he  believed,  full  two  good  hours  of  daylight 
before  him,  he  strapped  his  snowshoes  to  his  feet  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  climb  alone  the  eastern  mountain  barrier  that 
fronted  him;  the  summit  of  which,  that  by  an  extremely 
precipitous  ascent  he  was  compelled  to  surmount,  lay  more 
than  four  miles  above  him,  while  a  dense  and  dark  ever¬ 
green  forest  he  knew  must  surround  him  every  step  of  the 
ten  miles  that  lay  before  him. 

“All  that  is  now  known  is  that  before  sunset  of  that  day 
the  winds  rose  to  a  hurricane  height  and  that  thev  came 
sweeping  down  the  gorge  of  the  mountains  formed  for  the 
passage  of  the  river  on  his  left,  howling  like  legions  of  dis¬ 
turbed  and  enraged  demons,  literally  scooping  up  in  their 
tremendous  embrace  whole  leagues  of  snow  and  hurling  it 
through  the  forest  in  one  continuous,  irresistible  sheet,  over¬ 
whelming  everything  human  within  its  sweep.  W  hen  the 
storm  had  subsided  sufficiently  to  encourage  the  inhabitants 
of  the  house  he  had  left  below  to  attempt  the  discovery  and 
(as  they  still  hoped)  the  aid  of  the  guest  for  whose  safetv 
they  had  so  much  reason  to  fear,  they  forthwith  made  the 
attempt.  And  they  did  discover  the  body  of  poor  Blakes- 
i.ey  standing  erect,  leaning  against  the  burned  side  of  a 


*That  is,  the  wife  of  Timothy  Phelps,  who  was  incarcerated  at 
Bennington.  She  lived  near  Marlboro,  in  Windham  Co.,  about 
seven  miles  west  of  Brattleboro. 


' 
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blazed  beechen  tree,  thoroughly  frozen,  and  stiff  as  the  tree* 
which  supported  him.” 

The  foregoing  account  corresponds  with  the  family  tra¬ 
dition  handed  down  to  us  by  Roxanna  Brown  Davis,  who 
states  that  our  ancestor,  her  grandmother’s  father,  “was 
frozen  to  death  in  crossing  the  Green  Mountains.”  We  have 
not  the  exact  date  of  this  tragedy;  but  it  probably  was  a  few 
days  before  Christmas,  1782.  She  further  states  that  he 
had  been  a  wealthy  man  in  Connecticut,  but  lost  much  of 
his  money  through  depreciation  of  the  Continental  currency 

j  9 

having  doubtless  lent  freely  from  his  capital  in  support  of 
the  revolutionary  cause.  Lie  kept  slaves,  and  his  daughter 
Lucy  had  been  brought  up  in  luxury.”# 

To  summarize: 


JAMES  B LA K3E SLE E ( 4 ) 


b.  West  Haven,  Conn.,  Eeb.  3,  1735. 
d.  Windham  Co.,  Vermont,  Dec.,  1782. 
m.  Probably  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  July 


1755, 


*For  forty  years  thereafter  this  tree  stood  by  the  turnpike  that 
was  later  graded  across  the  mountains,  a  familiar  monument  to 
this  pain  1  ul  incident;  and  passengers  in  vehicles  passing  thereby 
\.  c  re  wont  to  c.iinc  their  initials  or  names  in  the  bark,  marking 
also  the  date.  "From  the  old  roots  in  the  ground  upward  for 
more  than  fifteen  feet,  this  altitude  indicating  the  height  of  snow 
that  enabled  the  individual  to  place  his  name  there,”  the 
of  this  old  tree  was  thickly  inscribed  with 
moirs. 


there,”  the  trunk 
names. — Phelp’s  Me- 


SNote  by  Miss  Harriet  Lake  of  Independence,  Iowa,  a  descend¬ 
ant,  .  to  v  horn  I  am  also  indebted  for  much  of  the  information 
herein.  Miss  Mary  R.  Cabot  of  Brattleboro  states:  “Capt.  JAMES 
BLAKESLEE,  of  Hew  Haven,  came  to  Brattleboro  with  four  sons; 
and  he  induced  Rutherford  Hayes  to  come  to  what  is  now  West 
Brattleboro  in  1778.  He  settled  on  the  meadow  land  beyond  West 
Brattleboro.”  Miss  Cabot  adds,  “There  were  only  two  ’  Blakeslees 
living  in  this  part  of  the  country  at  the  time  that  Capt.  JAMES 
perished,  viz.,  himself  and  William  Blakcslee.”  In  the  U.  "S.  cen¬ 
sus  of  1790  there  were  no  Blakeslees  reported  living  in  Windham 
Co.,  Vermont.  Evidently  all  Blakeslee  heads  of  family  in  Brattle¬ 
boro  and  vicinity  were  dead  or  had  moved  elsewhere,  possibly  to 
Central  New  York;  for  ROXANNA  BROWN  DAVIS’ states,  in  her 
memorandum  (1896),  that  “many  of  the  Blakcslee  descendant’s  now 
live  in  Steuben  Co.’' 


. 
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Anna,*  dau.  Nathaniel  Bradley,  Jr.,  of  New 
Haven. 

b.  Probably  New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  4,  1736. 
d.  Date  and  place  not  ascertained. 

Children: 

1.  Reuben(5),  b.  probably  West  Haven,  Conn.;  m. 

Rhoda  Griswold#. 

2.  Lucy(5),  b.  probably  West  Haven,  Conn.,  March 

1,  1772;  m.  Malachi  Church,  Jr.  (see  Church 
Lineage). 

(There  were  doubtless  several  other  children;  names 
not  ascertained.) 


The  Hutchings  Lineage 

Based  chiefly  on  notes  furnished  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Price,  of 
Cortland,  New  York. 

The  Hutchings  family  is  of  English  origin. 

According  to  the  family  tradition,  Thomas  Hutchings, 
apparently  a  sailor,  swam  ashore  about  1680  from  an  Eng¬ 
lish  ship  in  New  York  Harbor.  He  was  probably  the  first 
Hutchings  to  settle  in  America. 

Thomas  Hutciiings(I)  probably  located  on  Long  Island. 
He  was,  in  all  probability,  the  great  grandfather  of  Jona- 


iiiiiiiHtii!iiUiontii!(ii9esicsii!i{sii!ii9ijiMU!ii!iitiuiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiHiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUMiiniitiiii(iiiiUtiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiimiimumiiiiiiiiimimiim! 

*The  “New  Haven  Geneal.  Magazine,”  Vol.  2,  p.  261,  gives  her 
descent  as  follows:  WILLIAM  BRADLEY (1),  m.  Feb.  18,  1645, 
at  Springfield,  Mass.,  ALICE  PRICHARD.  He  d.  at  New  Haven, 
1691;  she  d.  1692.  NATHANIEL  BRADLEY (2),  their  seventh 
child,  b.  Feb.  26,  1660,  d.  Aug.  17,  1743,  m.,  1687,  RUTLI  DICKER- 
MAN,  b.  Apr.  5,  1668,  d.  May  15,  1725;  she  was  dau.  ABRAEIAM 
and  MARY  (COOPER)  DICICERMAN  (dau.  of  JOHN 
COOPER).  Their  son,  NATHANIEL  BRADLEY,  1R.(3),  b. 
May  10,  1701,  d.  March  19,  1745,  m.  Feb.  10,  1731,  ANNA  (dau. 
JOSEPH  and  M’ARY  OSBORN),  b.  Jan.  6,  1708,  d.  (date  not 
given). 

#The  text  from  which  this  was  taken  (Shepard’s  “Samuel 
Blakeslee  of  New  Haven”)  gives  date  of  Reubcn’s(5)  marriage  to 
Rhoda  Griswold  as  Jan.  20,  1762.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  mistake, 
or  else  this  Reuben  was  not,  as  stated,  the  son  of  JAMES 
BLAKESLEE (4),  above. 


' 
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than  Hutchings,  the  first  of  the  family  in  our  line  of 
whom  we  have  at  present  authentic  information. 

JONATHAN  HUTCHINGS (4):  Thomas(I). 

Jonathan  Hutchings  was  probably  born  on  Long 
Island,  but  moved  later  to  the  Walkill  Valley,  Ulster  Co., 
New  York.  The  family  lived  at  (or  near)  Dashville,  then 
a  flourishing  mill  town  (now  abandoned  save  for  a  hydro¬ 
electric  plant)  located  on  the  highway  about  midway  be¬ 
tween  New  Paltz  and  Kingston,  the  present  nearest  P.  O. 
being  Kifton,  about  one  mile  nearer  Kingston.  He  married 
Letitia  Langdon  and  reared  a  large  family. 

To  summarize: 

JONATHAN  HUTCHINGS  (4)  : 

b.  Probably  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  1740. 

d.  Near  Dashville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  8,’  1826; 
buried  in  rural  cemetery  near  Dashville. 

m.  Date  and  place  not  ascertained,  Letitia  Langdon 
b.  Feb.  27,  1743. 

d.  Near  Dashville,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  14,  1816;  buried  near 
Dashville. 

Children : 

1.  Samuel  ( 5 ) ,  b.  Apr.  16,  1765;  d.  near  Dashville,  N. 

Y.,  May  7,  1845;  m.  Bethenv  - -  (b.  Feb 

20,  1771,  d.  Apr.  14,  1811).* 

2.  Patty(5),  b.  Oct.  12,  1767;  m.  -  Blanchard. 

3.  Polly(5),  b.  Dec.  8,  1768;  m.  John  Gee,  a  Revo¬ 

lutionary  soldier,  who  was  awarded  and  settled 
on  a  claim  of  640  acres  (lot  21)  near  Dryden, 
N.  Y.,  1796,  moving  from  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
Penn.,  thereto. 


*1  ombstones  marking  graves  of  Samuel(5)  and  Bctheny,  his 
wife,  were  located  by  A.  B.  Davis,  1929,  in  rural  cemetery  on  main 
highway  about  onc-half  mile  N.  E.  of  Rifton  JONATHAN 
HUTCHINGS (4)  and  wife  LETITIA  are  possibly  buried  in  same 
cemetery;  several  of  their  children,  including  SALLY  (BROWN), 
moved  to  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  ca.  1790. 
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4.  William(5),  bf.  May  8,  1773. 

5.  Henry(5),  b.  Feb.  26,  1775. 

6.  Sarah  (Sally)  (5),  b.  Dec.  27,  1776;  m.  Capt. 

Abial  Brown  (see  Brown  lineage). 

7.  J ohn  ( 5 ) ,  b.  Oct.  1,  1778. 

8.  Jonathan,  Jr. (5),  b.  Apr.  16,  1780. 

9.  Thomas(5),  b.  Mch.  12,  1782. 

10.  Betsey (5),  b.  May  18,  1784;  in.  -  Dn teller. 

The  Churchill  Lineage 

Condensed  principally  from  “The  Churchill  Family  in 
America,”  by  Gardner  A.  Churchill. 

The  name  was  variously  spelled  in  old  English  records, 
Courcelle,  Courcil,  Curichill,  Chercilc,  Churchil,  Churchall 
and  Churchell.  1  he  “Domesday  Book,”  showing  grants  by 
Will  iam  the  Conqueror  to  his  followers,  contains  the  name 
of  Roger  de  Courcil,  who  is  believed  to  have  been  the  an¬ 
cestor  of  the  English  and  American  Churchills.  The  name 
seems  to  have  originated  from  a  township  in  Lorraine, 
France,  called  Courcil,  now  Courcelles. 

The  first  American  Churchill  ancestor  of  Roxanna 
Brown  Davis  was  Josiaii  Churchill,  first  mentioned  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Feb.  28,  1641.  He  unquestionably 
came  from  the  Churchill  family  in  England,  but  his  im¬ 
mediate  ancestor  has  not  been  definitely  established.  He 
accumulated  a  large  estate  (inventoried  at  his  death  at 
f.  618,  12  s.),  was  juror  of  the  Particular  Court  1 6-4 3- 
49-51;  of  the  Quarter  Court,  1664-65;  of  the  County  Court, 
1666-70-75;  constable,  1657  and  1670;  town  surveyor,  1666 
and  1673;  and  was  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  C'ompanv 
in  the  Pequot  War. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Foote  of  Wethersfield,  who  sur¬ 
vived  him.  He  left  a  will. 
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To  summarize: 

JOSIAH  CHURCH  ILL  ( 1 ) : 

lx  In  England,  1615. 

d.  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  before  Jan.,  1687. 

m.  Probably  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  1638,  Elizabeth, 

dan.  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  Deming 
Foote. 

b.  In  Eng.,  about  1616. 
d.  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Sept.  8,  1700. 

Children : 

1.  Mary(2),  b.  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Mar.  24,  1639; 

d.  Hadley,  Mass.,  1690;  m.  Samuel  Church 
(see  Church  lineage). 

2.  Elizabeth(2),  b.  Wethersfield,  May  15,  1642;  m. 

Henry  Buck. 

3.  Hannah (2),  b.  Wethersfield,  Nov.,  1644;  prob.  m. 

Samuel  Royce. 

4.  Ann(2),  li.  Wethersfield,  1647;  m.  -  Rice. 

5.  Joseph (2),  b.  Wethersfield,  Dec.  2,  1649;  d.  1699; 

m.  Mary  - . 

6.  Benjamin (2),  b.  Wethersfield,  May  16,  1652-  m 

Mary  - - . 

7.  Sarah (2),  b.  Wethersfield,  Nov.  11,  1657;  m.  Thos. 

Wickham. 


The  Upson  Lineage 

Based  principally  on  account  in  the  ”Lee  Family  Gene¬ 
alogy.” 

Thomas  Upson(I)  is  first  noted  in  New  England  as  a 
member  of  the  Hartford  Colony,  prior  to  1638.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Fuller,  of  Hartford,  in  1647,  and  was 
one  of  the  original  eighty-four  proprietors  of  Farmington, 
Conn.  lie  very  likely  originally  came  from  Essex  Co., 
England. 


46  Notes  on  Ancestry  of  Roxanna  (Brown)  Davis 

To  summarize: 

THOMAS  UPSON ( 1 ) : 

b.  Probably  Essex  Co.,  Eng.,  date  uncertain, 
d.  Farmington,  Conn.,  July  19,  1655. 
m.  Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  23,  1647,  Elizabeth  Ful¬ 
ler. 

(Dates  of  birth  and  death  not  given.) 

Children : 

l.  Stephen (2),  b.  Farmington,  Conn.,  abt.  1653  (see 

below). 

(There  were  possibly  other  children,  names  not 
given.) 

STEPHEN  UPSON (2):  Tiiomas(I). 

When  about  25  he  joined  the  military  company  at  Water- 
bury,  signing  the  “Articles  of  Association”  Dec.  29,  1679, 
and  thereafter  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  this  organization, 
becoming  Sergeant  in  1715  and  apparently  remaining  a 
forceful  character  in  its  direction  until  his  death.  He  was 
also  surveyor,  school  committeeman,  and  three  times  deputy 
to  the  General  Court  (1710,  1712,  1729). 

To  summarize: 

STEPHEN  UPSON (2): 

b.  Farmington,  Conn.,  abt.  1653. 
d.  Probably  Waterbury,  Conn.,  1735. 

m.  Dec.  29,  1682,  Mary,  dau.  John  Lee,  of  Farming- 

ton. 

b.  Farmington,  Conn.,  Aug.  14,  1664. 
d.  Feb.  15,  1716. 

Children: 

1.  Mary(3),  b.  1683;  m.  Richard  Welton. 

2.  Stephen,  Jr. (3),  b.  1686;  d.  1777;  m.  Sarah  Bron¬ 

son. 

3.  Elizabeth (3) ,  b.  1690;  m.  Thomas  Bronson. 

4.  Thomas(3),  b.  1693;  d.  1761;  m.  Rachel  Judd. 


* 
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5.  Hannah (3),  b.  1695;  m.,  1st,  Thomas  Richards; 

m.,  2nd,  John  Bronson. 

6.  Tabitha(3),  b1.  1698;  m.  John  Scoville. 

7.  John (3),  b.  1702;  m.  Elizabeth  Judd. 

8.  Tiiankful(3),  b.  probably  Waterbury,  Conn., 

March  14,.  1706;  m.  James  Blakeslee  (see 
Blakeslee  lineage). 


The  Foote  Lineage 

The  subjoined  is  based  chiefly  on  “The  Foote  Family,1 ” 
by  Abraham  Foote. 

Our  first  American  Foote*  ancestor  was  Nathaniel 
Foote  of  Shalford,  Colchester,  England,  who  emigrated  to 
Watertown,  Mass.,  about  1630.  He  was  admitted  freeman 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1633;  shortly  thereafter 
he  removed  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  of  which  town  he  was 
one  of  the  original  settlers.  He  married  (presumably  in 
England)  Elizabeth  Deming,  probably  also  a  native  of 
Colchester.  The  assessment  rolls  show  him  to  have  been 
the  largest  land  owner  at  Wethersfield  in  his  day.  He  was 
Deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  1641  to  his  death  in 
1644. 


*Two  stories  exist  regarding  the  origin  of  the  Foote  coat  of 
arms.  By  the  first  account  it  was  awarded  James  Foote  by  King 
Tames  I,  whose  life  he  saved  at  Boscobcl  during  a  war  between 
England  and  Scotland.  This  James  Foote  was  an  English  officer. 
By  the  second  account  it  was  the  life  of  Charles  I  that  he  saved 
at  the  Battle  of  Worcester.  The  coat  of  arms  bears  the  caption, 
“Loyalty  and  Truth.”  It  is  a  family  tradition  that  NATHANIEL 
FOOTE(l)  was  descended  from  this  James  Foote. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  (descended  from  NATHANIEL 
FOOTE(l)  named  his  country  seat  “Boscobel”  after  the  Scottish 
town,  to  commemorate  the  above  incident.  Rear  Admiral  Andrew 
Hull  Foote,  who  commanded  the  navy  at  the  attack  on  Fort  Don- 
elson,  Senator  Samuel  Augustus  Foote  of  Connecticut,  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Stephen  Miller  Foote,  U.  S.  Army,  are  among  his  direct  de¬ 
scendants. 
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To  summarize: 


NATHANIEL  FOOTE(l): 

b.  Shalford,  Colchester,  Eng.,  about  1593. 
d.  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  about  1644. 
m.  In  England,  Elizabeth  Demin g. 

•  b.  Probably  Colchester,  Eng.,  about  1595. 
d.  July  28,  1643.  She  was  a  sister  of  John  Deming, 
an  early  Wethersfield  settler.  She  m.  (2nd 
marriage),  Thomas  Welles,  Governor  of  Conn. 

Children: 

1.  Elizabeth  (2),  b.  in  Eng.,  about  1616;  d.  Wethers¬ 

field,  Conn.,  Sept.  8,  1700;  m.  Josiah  Church¬ 
ill  (see  Churchill  lineage). 

2.  Nathaniel (2),  b.  abt.  1620;  m.  Elizabeth  Smith. 

3.  Mary (2),  b.  abt.  1623;  m.,  1st,  1642,  John  Stod¬ 

dard;  2nd,  1674,  John  Goodrich. 

4.  Robert(2),  b.  abt.  1627;  m.  Sarah,  dan.  William 

Potter,  of  New  Haven. 

5.  Frances (2),  b.  1629;  m.,  1st,  John  Dickinson,  of 

Hadley;  2nd,  Francis  Barnum,  of  Hartford. 


The  Lee  Lineage 

The  following  is  collated  from  “The  Lee  Genealogy. ” 

Variations  in  spelling:  Leigh,  Lea,  Lee. 

John  Lee,  our  first  American  Lee  ancestor,  came  from 
Essex  Co.,  England,  in  1634,  settled  first  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Farmington,  Conn.,  in 
1641.  Pie  is  believed  to  have  been  related  to  the  Virginia 
Lees,  who  came  from  the  same  county  in  England;  but  the 
Massachusetts  Lees  were  Puritans,  while  the  Virginia  Lees 
belonged  to  the  established  (Episcopal)  church. 

John  Lee(1),  probably  born  in  Colchester,  sailed  from 
Ipswich,  Eng.,  April  10,  1634,  age  at  that  time  thirteen 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  original  eighty-four  proprietors 
of  Farmington,  Conn.,  William  Westgood  acting  as  his 
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guardian  until  he  became  of  age.  He  was  constable  in  1657. 
In  1658  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Deacon  Stephen 
Hart,  of  Hartford.  He  owned  a  “home  lot”  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  St.,  Farmington—the  site  (1897)  of  the 
Misses  Porters’  “Ladies  School.”  After  his  death  his  es¬ 
tate  inventoried  at  £359,  01s.,  08d. 

To  summarize: 

JOHN  LEE(l)  : 

b.  Probably  Colchester,  Eng.,  1620. 
cl.  Farmington,  Conn.,  Aug.  8,  1690.* 
m.  Probably  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  1658,  Mary,  dan. 
Deacon  Stephen  Hart  of  Hartford, 
b.  Probably  in  Essex  Co.,  England,  1630. 
d.  Farmington,  Conn.,  Oct.  10,  1710. 

Children : 

1.  John,  Jr. (2),  b.  June  11,  1659;  d.  Apr.  24,  1723: 

in.  Elizabeth  Loomis. 

2.  Mary (2),  b.-Aug.  14,  1664;  d.  Feb.  15,  1716;  m. 

Sergeant  Stephen  Upson  (see  Upson  lineage) 

3.  Stephen (2),  b.  Apr.  2,  1669;  d.  June  7,  1753;  m. 

Elizabeth  Royce. 

4.  Thomas (2),  b.  Aug.,  1671;  d.  Sept.  26,  1740;  was 

m.  four  times. 

5.  David (2),  b.  1674;  d.  1759;  m.  Lydia  Strong. 

6.  Tabitha(2),  b.  1677;  d.  June  23,  1750;  m.  Pre¬ 

served  Strong. 


i  i*^5Txt  ^?^UL\Cnt’  cfected  in  1876,  replaced  at  Farmington  the 
old  JOHN  LLE(l)  tombstone. 

E.  Kirby  Smith,  Lieut.  Gen.  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  a 
graduate  of  West  Point,  was  descended  from  JOHN  LEE(1 ),  above. 
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The  Hart  Lineage 

The  subjoined  is  based  chiefly  on  “Stephen  Hart  and  his 
Descendants,”  And r e w s . 

Deacon  Stephen  IIart(I)  was  horn  in  Braintree,  Essex 
Co.,  England,  about  1605,  and  migrated  to  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  about  1632,  locating  at  Cambridge, 
where  he  was  admitted  freeman  in  1634  and  became  Deacon 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker’s  church.  He  accompanied  Hooker 
to  Hartford  in  1635  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  that 
town  and  a  main  pillar  there  in  Hooker  s  church.  One 
tradition  states  that  the  town  was  named  after  him  from 
a  ford  in  the  river  which  he  discovered. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  eighty-four  proprietors  of 
Farmington.  In  1647  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court, 
and  in  1653  Commissioner  for  the  Town  of  Farmington. 
He  became  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  a  stalwart  Puritan  and  his  influence  was 
one  of  the  dominating  factors  of  Farmington  and  vicinity. 

He  was  twice  married.  Name  of  first  wife  (who  ac¬ 
companied  him  from  England)  not  known.  His  second 
wife  was  Margaret,  widow  of  Arthur  Smith. 

To  summarize : 

STEPHEN  HART ( 1 ) : 

b.  Braintree,  Eng.,  about  1605. 

d.  Farmington,  Mass.,  1683. 

m.  1st,  name  of  wife  and  dates  of  birth  and  death  un- 
known. 

m.  2nd,  Margaret,  wid.  Arthur  Smith  (dates  b.  and  d. 
unknown) . 
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Children  (all  by  first  wife)  :* 

1.  Sarah (2),  m.  1644,  Thomas  Porter. 

2.  Mary(2),  b.  1630;  d.  Farmington,  Conn.,  Oct.  10, 

1710;  m.  John  Lee  (see  Lee  lineage). 

3.  John (2),  m.  Sarah - . 

4.  Stephen  (2). 

5.  Mehetabel(2),  m.  John  Cole. 

6.  lhomas(2),  b.  1643;  m.  Ruth  Hawkins. 


*Prof.  John  S.  Hart,  author  of  Hart’s  Rhetoric  and  other  text¬ 
books,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Deacon  STEPHEN  HART. 
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